TR 


IN THIS ISSUE 


THE MARGARET McMILLAN TRAINING 
COLLEGE, BRADFORD 


CHRISTMAS MISCELLANY 


DECEMBER 25, 1952 NO. 4384 ONE SHILLING WEEKLY 


: 


ATER PAINT 


— 


THE ARCHITECT a Biald 1) 
: 
Ar = 
} 
the 
LPAMUR 


} THE ARCHITECT and Building Ne December 


THE STEEL COMPANY 


160.000 SQUARE FEET 
OF INCH CAST GLASS 


Glazing Contractors 
Bristow, Wadley & Co. Ltd. 


Swansea & Cardiff. 


OBTAINABLE FROM ALL LEADING MERCHANTS. 


SOUTHERN & MIDLAND AGENTS :—HARRISON CLARK LTD., LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX. 


MANUFACTURED BY THE LARGEST EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF PUTTIES (iss 
AND SIMILAR COMPOSITIONS IN GT. BRITAIN. 


SEALANCO (ST. HELENS) LTD., ST. HELENS. LANCS. 


25,1052 
GLAZED | 
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SPECIAL 


C.M.A. MEMBERS WERE THE FIRST WITH 


The Co-Axial Cable for Television. 
Multi-Circuit Cables and Couplers giving greater mobility for Television Cameras and Apparatus. 
Specially designed Cables for use in X-Ray Apparatus. 


Multi-Circuit Telephone Cables for Audio and Carrier Wave Trunk lines. 


MEMBERS OF THE C.M.A. & AFFILIATED MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATIONS 
British Insulated Callenders Liverpool Electric Cable Co. Ltd. 
Cables Ltd. 
Connollys (Blackley) Ltd. 
The Craigpark Electric Cable Ca 
Co. Ltd. Pirelli-General Cable Works Ltd. 
(Fhe General Electric Co. Ltd.) 


Metropolitan Electric Cable 
& Construction Company Ltd. 


Crompton Parkinson Ltd. 


Enfield Cables Ltd. Siemens Brothers & Co. Ltd. 
The Edison Swan Electric 
Co. Ltd. & Supplies Ltd.) 
Greengate & Irwell Rubber St. Helens Cable & Rubber 
Co. Ltd. Co. Ltd. 
W. T. Glover & Company, Ltd. Standard Telephones 


W. T. Henley’s Telegraph & Cables Ltd. 


Works Co. Ltd. The Telegraph Construction and 
Johnson & Phillips Ltd. Maintenance Co. Ltd. 


Caste Makers Association 


52/54 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.!I. TELEPHONE: HOLBORN 7633 


| 
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For Wet and Weather Resistance 


The Best Gloss Paint in the World 


BRITISH PAINTS LIMITED 


Portland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, 2. Telephone:—25151 


LONDON CREW! HOUSE CURZON TREET Wl Felephone GROSVENOR 6401/5 
@ SEE OUR EXHIBIT AT THE BUILDING CENTRE. 26. STORE STREET. TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON, W.C1 @ 
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Please send particulars of Lister Engines to power 


STONE CRUSHERS 


CONCRETE MIXERS 
COMPRESSORS 
WATER PUMPS 
OTHER PLANT 


SIGNED 
FIRM 
ADDRESS. 


.HOISTS 
CRANES 


Please place an X against items 
interested 


in 


wt 


ich you 


Post in 23d. stamped envelope for free advice to 


R. A. 


LISTER & CO. 


LTD. 


Dursley, 


Glos 


are 
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BUILDERS and CONTRACTORS‘ have no 
fear of breakdown or delays when Lister 
is the prime mover, whatever the 
plant—that's why people buy them for 
replacement or in new plant. 


Petrol engines from If h.p. to 5 h.p 
Diesel engines from 3 h.p. to 54h.p. 
Write for REDUCED PRICES of LISTER 
‘*D’’ Type petrol and ‘‘ Freedom "’ diesel 


engines. Lister Quality, Specification} and 
Performance remain unchanged. 
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AVAILABLE IN THREE GAUGES — 20, 22 & 24 SWE. 
LENGTHS UP TO 12’ IN STEPS OF 6” 


“RIGIDAL” MANSARD is a general purpose cladding sheet. Stiffened by 
half-round flutes at 6” centres, it is of attractive appearance and possesses great 


durability. With a low first cost and a surface that requires no decoration or 


protective coating “* RIGIDAL”” MANSARD is particularly suitable for the siding 
of small industrial buildings, garages and all types of portable buildings. 


It may also be used as a roofing ccommended maximum design loads (in Ib. per sq. ft 


material providing the limitation | 22 SWG 24 SWG 
of a one corrugation side-lap its 52 46 39 

| 3 6 39 33 23 
acceptable. When used as rooting the 
| 40 30 26 22 
accompanying table of maximum | «6 24 | 20 _ 

| so | 2 
recommended design loads should be | | 


applied. n> giving a factor afety of 2 om the proof 


tre 


British Aluminiu 
[Pa THE BRITISH ALUMINIUM ¢ LTD NORFOLK HOUS! ST JAMES’S SQUARI LONDON SWI 


5 
My 


What will happen in 
A=) 1967? 


> 


... A bus service to the moon ? 
. or, perhaps, merely 
atomic power 
hh ritains nee 


Sys present 


ARBOLITE METAL CASEMENT PUTTY 
has excellent keying properties and blocks of flats, our houses ? 

ensures a tight. tough waterproof 

joint adding considerably to the life One thing is certain — if ARBOLITE and 
of metal windows 


buildings — our factories, our SN 


ARBOMAST was used when the windows 
ARBOMAST BEDDING MASTIC 
1s equally suitable for bedding frames were fitted — those windows will be as perfect 
into brick of wood surrounds. or for 
completely filling the interstices in 1967 as they are in 1952 


when composite units are used 


ull descriptive literature on reg 


ADSHEAD RATCLIFFE & CO BELPER DERBY Telephone Belper 351-2 


Wing Buck lhe Z 


A DIFFICULT PROBLEM 


Although this window in Reigate 
Stone had suffered deep erosion 
it was preferred not to take it out, 
which would disturb the interior, 
and so reinstatement could not 
be in natural stone. 


Solved by * PLASTIC 
RECONSTRUCTED STONE” 
The photograph shows one stage 
in the work of cutting away the 
decayed stone and skilfully reform- 
ing the exterior in our specially 
prepared. heavily reinforced, 
“Plastic Reconstructed Stone,” 
a considerable saving in cost 
and inconvenience. 


129 GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, LONDON, S.E.1. Telephone: HOP 2366. Also at BRISTOL and BIRMINGHAM 
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News, Decemder 23, 1952 7 


On what is virtually the highest point on the Island of Anglesey, 
Mr. B. Hallword Lingard, Dip. Arch., A.R.LB.A., has created this 


unconventional, economical house. 


Owing to its exposed position Thermal Insulation is of paramount 
importance—hence the use of STRAMIT as decking under built up 


roofing. 


Timber rafters are at 2' centres, left exposed—decoration is applied 


direct to underside 


BOARDS LIMITED 


PACKET BOAT DOCK, COWLEY PEACHEY, UXBRIDGE 
Telephone: West Drayton 302! 


Pi Miva. YY 
omical insulating roof deck 
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¥ 
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Cur No.11 (Double One) tue iustrated maintains 
the characteristics of the well-#nown straight Joint 
Double Roman tile, but has the added advantage 
of a most effective interlock, thereby making it 
suitable for exposed positions. Like other C.S. 
patterns it is proaicred by hand and yet provides 
an economical roof. 

We invite you to write for our lst illustrating the range of 


C.S. handmade Roof Tiles. These tiles can be supplied with 
smooth, sanded or colour glaze finish 


Patent Tile Works - Bridgwater: Somerse 


nd Ottice Mr. Daw Goodey, ¢ 07 


TO THE ARCHITECT 
SURVEYOR AND BUILDER 


Whenever the question of “ where-to-get” 
Ventilators arises remember Harveys. 
For Harveys make the long-established 
““Harco” self-acting ventilator that ensures 
effective draught-free ventilation for any 
type of building —- Hospital, School, Garage, 
Workshop, Hostel, etc. Our illustration 
shows “ Harco”’ Ventilator No. 68, but this 
is only one of a very wide range of patterns 
and sizes. Get all your supplies from your 
local Builders’ Merchant. For full particulars 
write for Catalogue A481. 


G.A.Harvey & Cu. (London 


) Ltd. 
Woolwich Rd. London . $.E.7? 


| | | 
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The Licenee 


The increase in the private housing ratio means more work for the Architect. Dozens of Mr. & Mrs. 
Browns now feel pretty certain that their licences will be granted, and are anxious to get ahead with the designs. 
So copies of the first plans of their long awaited home will be more than welcome! Nor will Mr. Architect fail 
to share his clients’ pleasure. And it is our pleasure and privilege to continue in the service of the architect . . 
Phe tracing you have no time to do — send it to WEST! And those rough sketches and preliminary quantity 
sheets — WEST Dyelines will be ready on-time and help to keep costs down . . . That faded original can be trans- 
formed into sharp. clean copies — as many as need be — and coloured as required. Every known process is 
used at WEST, backed by over 60 years of experi- 
ence. We are, of course, experts in True-to-Scale, 


...and these 


are your copies, including copies on opaque cloth and tracing cloth 
Mr. Brown 
for permanent records, True-to-Scale on celluloid 
for overlays, and multi-colour True-to-Scale for 
drainage and mains-services. Map and _ plan 
mounting come within our scope and new 
developments include our ‘ Plastikon’ process for 
weather-proofing plans, which is quite something ! 
Without noticeable increase in weight or thickness, 
your plan is permanently sandwiched between 
two ultra-thin sheets of Cellulose Acetate film 


—easy to handle, easy to clean, easy to read... 


weatherproofed by PLASTIKON! Our drawing- 
office will gladly help you out by modifying 
and adapting plans to your, instructions, and 
with layouts, and drafts, print-colouring—and we can save your valuable time by duplicating specifications 


and bills of quantity. So we, too, share your interest in The Licence, and stand by to give our very best 


photo-copies 
and drawing office services 


A. West & Partn: rs Ltd., 36 5 iway, Westminster, Lon lon, 8S.W. Telephone: ABBey 332 


established 


services, as required. 
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PER 


BERBOARD is made in BERBOARD is 


two grades—STAND- © FIRE 
ARD and WATER RE- * VERMIN 
PELLENT of high den- © WORM 


sity. In three thick- 
nesses 3", 4°,/". Size of 
board 8’ x 4’ and 9’ x 4, 


© MILDEW and 
FUNG! RESISTING 


BUILDING? Then BERBOARD can be used for Interior walls, Panelling, Roofing, Roof Lining, Floors, Floor Squaring, 
Skirting, Partitions, Shelves, Door Panelling, Furniture, and many other trades normally employing timber. BERBOARD 
with a Water Repellent finish is an ideal board for all types of concrete shuttering (the same board can be used many times 
over for this purpose), Sheds, Signposts, Garages, etc. It is of course an invaluable material for all interior work. 


MANUFACTURED BY: ‘J. BERRY & SONS LTD., LEA BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, €E.10. 


SOLE DISTRIBUTORS : EDWARD CHALONER & CO. crmser, LTD., 2-3, PHILPOT LANE, LONDON, E.c33, | 


L.C.C. KEEP DOWN MAINTENANCE COSTS 


AT NEW POPLAR PRIMARY SCHOOL — 
With Extra Strong Tubular Steel Furniture by Shepherd © 


It's Phosphate 
Coated for 
Long, Rust - proof 


1 ife 
recen opened Susan Lawrence LC, School at Cordell bore. piece of She 
ia et, Poplar, has a dining hall equipped throughout with coating 1 
Shepherd tubular steel chairs and tables. The result ts that replace- Because o eXtra protecti« Shep c t 
ntenance costs, normally an important expense has a long 
e! ols. are reduced to a minimum. Morever, the chat All the 
re t designed, with pre-formed plywood seats and chairs nest ne of one ther, nace ot one 
Maer are consul cted lo encourdue correct Dost She fur rec Ne ip cd 1 BSS 
non-tipping and are easily cleaned Colour Chart and the prices are competitive. W 
Phosphate Coating for an strated ca Buc 
Shepherd furniture combines immense strength with modern good H.C. SHEPHERD & COMPANY LTD 
ooks and finish. The strength comes from the highest grade stee HERSHAM STATION WORK WALTON-ON-THAMES, SURREY 
tube. formed on the most up-to-date machinery. And the looks /ast i 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES. Jondon Office, 59 ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 7 hor Temple Bar Ca Stamstam, London 
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\\ 
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BEET SUGAR FACTORY, 
CANTLEY 


Elevated Roadway and Silos 
ng Engineer: W. C. Andrews, O.B.E., M.1.C.E., M.1. Struct.E. 


} In addition to the one featured above, several of 
the installations at The British Sugar Corporation's 
Cantley works are founded on FRANKIPILES. 


The Franki Compressed Pile Company Limited 
(FRANKIPILE) 


39 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


Phones : ABBey 6006-9 ‘Grams: Frankipile, Sowest, London 


And in Australia, British West Indies, New Zealand & South Africa 


| 
i 
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Better paints contain 


5—NON-POISONOUS. 


UNEQUALLED OPACITY & DURABILITY 
LASTING BRIGHTNESS - NON-POISONOUS 


Have received 
this publication? 


THE NEW 
MUTAC LIST 


This publication is the success- 
or to our popular “MUTAC” 
Leaflet (S$.784). It contains 
comprehensive information 
about “ MUTAC” Switches, 
Switch and Socket - Outlets, 
Boxes, Covers and Plates to- 
gether with current prices 

If you have not already received 
your copy, please advise us, so 
that it may be sent to you at 
onee. 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTD., MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2. 


= 
19 | 
H 
- A yy” | property is of obvious importance in paints for children 
| at ae toys and furniture, dairies and other farm buildings, tactories 
) in which tood is processed, kitchens, et For safety’s sake 
yj in use paints containing Titanium oxidc 
i | | Li | 
& KRONOS HOUSE -COPPERGATE - YOR} ° 
| For UNEQUALLED SAFETY insist on PAINT containing TITANIUM PIGMENT 
AY 
\ 
9 
* | 


LATT LIMITED 


| 

| Steel Rolling Shutters... 
Steel Rolling Shutters designed and manufactured by & 
PARK WORKS - 


When the call 


} 


THE FOREMOST NAME IN TIMBER 


HARDWOODS SOFTWOODS PLYWOOD 
VENEERS e HARDBOARDS e INSULATION BOARDS 
DOORS 


J. GLIKSTEN & SON LIMITED, VENEER DIVISION, CARPENTERS ROAD, LONDON, E.'S” e Telephone: AMHerst 4444 
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ECONOMY OF “BUILDING MATERIALS 
. 
M.O.W. Report by 


Sir Charles J. M M.V.¢ Bi RA LBA 


A Tubewrights’ roof 


struction.” 
4 = 


TUBEWRI GuTS LTD. 


subsidiary 
KINGHA} \ Stewarts and 


Lloyds Ltd. 


a 
= 
Sir Arthur Whitaker, K.C.B., M.1 
Mr, G. H. Fretwell, C.B., M.1.C.1 
Major-General L. D ( CiE. CBE. 
| t ft. = 
138. SHED WORK trop 
SINGLE-STOREY WO] SHOTS 
\ Part of the 4 
te 


B U LLD 0 G STANDARD & ACOUSTIC 


: Still the first name in 


FLOOR CLIPS 


Write to me for a copy of Bulletin No. 2 


Gu) 


Ne ~ THE ADAMITE COMPANY LTD., Manfield House, Strand. W.C.2 Temple Bar 6233/6 
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A Merry 
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Our Readers 


Photograph by 


Bryan Westwood, 
rR. 


ter 2€0 ansgate. Tel. Blackie King Edward House, New Street 
7 ; © 3595 (2 lines) ; Glasgow : 26B Renfield Street 
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Photos 


NORMAN WESTWOOD, A.R.1.B.A. 


Ladies Dress Shop in the Talstrasse, Zurich. The stall riser is faced 
with black mosaic and the window and door frames are meta! having 
golden satin finish. Note the way in which the door mat has been placed 
centrally under the door so that half is inside and half outside the sho; 
It was noted that a number of the more recent shops, as in this examp 
frankly express their window lighting and do not attempt to con 
it behind pelmets 

The detailed photograph shows a close up of the door handle whict 
is finished in a smooth black and white porcelain enamel 


EVENTS AND 
COMMENTS 


BITING THE HAND THAT FEEDS ME 


Ever since I took over this column I have promised the 
Editor a Christmas page. It has never appeared although 
I once wrote one. It was a delightful Dickensian story on 
the lines of A Christmas Carol about a young architect, 
but for some reason the Editor could not find room for it 
and suggested using it the following year. When the time 
came round I reminded him. He looked rather sheepish 
and said, “Oh, I hoped you had forgotten about it.” In 
default of a special Christmas Number with snow and 
robins and blazing fires and plum puddings, it must do if 
I send you, dear readers, most sincere Christmas Greetings 
in the hope that you will have all you wish for and plenty 
of it. I will not refer to the New Year here because that 
forms the subject of another paragraph. 


COMPETITIONS IN THE OFFING 

I often wonder whether those who constantly complain 
about the shortage of competitions would go in for them 
if there were any. They will shortly be put to the test for 
two important competitions are about to be officially 
announced. The Dover Corporation is to offer prizes 
totalling more than 2,000 guineas for the design of flats to 
house a thousand people on the sea front and expected to 
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cost half a million pounds. Those who know the sweep of 
Dover front and the setting of the castle will be eager to 
have a crack at this one 

The second is, architecturally, more important, but tewer 
details are at present available. The University of Sheffield 
is to promote a competition for the design of new buildings 
in the Western Bank area. It is thought that these will 
include a library. 

There is at present no information about conditions or 
dates for either competition. 


AN ELECTRONIC MEGAPHONE 


The marine loud hailer was a most useful invention and 
I have wanted to have one on my car ever since the captain 
of a destroyer entering Scapa Flow during the war 
informed, by this method, a ship full of slightly bewildered 
soldiers that there was a lovely barmaid at St. Margaret's 
Hope. The size of the equipment, coupled with its cost, 
have so far placed it beyond my reach, but now the very 
thing has been invented in the shape of an electronic mega 


phone. The makers do not publish the results of any 


B.R.S. test and so I cannot say whether the trade name of 
Jericho which they have given the appliance has any 
significance for demolition contractors. It weighs only 7lb 
and a bit and has a range of 500 yards. Plumbers and brick- 
layers would find it a godsend and it should prove invalu- 
able for porters on the underground or for use in conjunc- 
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people. The prices, even allowing for the fact that they 
include purchase tax, are high. Only the new Cone fitting 
seems to be reasonably cheap and then it is so simple that 
it makes one wonder why it costs so much. On the whole 
I think that the foreign fittings from Scandinavia and Italy 
come off second best to the latest British designs which, it 
must be admitted, originally owe a certain amount to 
foreign inspiration. We can at any rate no longer complain 
about the shortage of good contemporary light fittungs 
available in this country. I understand that most of the 
fittings can be bought at the big stores in the West End, 
although you may have to dig among the velvet, gilt, and 
beads to find them. 


WITHIN FOUR WALLS 

The new dispensation which allows the licence-free 
building of houses up to 1,000 square feet reminds me 
of a story I heard from an architect who submitted a plan 
of a house for a private client only to be told that he had 
Bes =. ee exceeded his fifteen hundred by three feet. “Oh no,” he 
| replied, “on the contrary. I am entitled to an extra 17 
l square feet since your figure is exclusive of the plaster 
The new Cone Wall Light, designed by E. Cooke-Yarborough on the walls. It is the internal brick-face that matters in 
and Ronald Homes measuring the superficial floor area.” He was right, of 
course, and got his plan passed. Remember this my 
children when you get out your 1,000 square foot bunga- 
low plans—subject to his Lordship’s direction, as the 

barristers say. 


tion with deaf maiden aunts. The only trouble is that if 
these weapons become too popular it may be necessary for 
everyone to have one. At any rate it should stimulate the 
sale of ear plugs 


THE ROYAL GOLD MEDAL 

If precedent is followed the Royal Gold Medal should 
go to a foreigner next year. This is likely to place the 
selection committee in an embarrassing position. There 
are three obvious claimants. Le Corbusier has recently 
been recognized and decorated by the French State and 
whatever the outcome of the absurd lawsuit which recently 
finished none can say that he has not had a very great 
influence on contemporary architecture. Dr. Gropius is 
about to be 70 and has recently retired. He is a great 
man and well worthy of the honour. Professor Thomsen 
of Copenhagen, has recently vacated his chair, and has not 
he, through his teaching. had great influence on modern 
architecture? Denmark, whose modern architecture and 


industrial design we all so much admire, has never received 
the Royal Gold Medal. Clearly all three of these gentlemen 
cannot have the medal in 1953, but there is a strong case 
for awarding it to each of them. I do not envy the 
mittee in having to choose 


com 


CONTEMPORARY LIGHT FITTINGS 

The Building Centre’s Christmas show of light fitu 
is very gay and gives those interested the first real char 
of comparing side by side the work of the various designers 
in this field. I find that illustrations of light fittings are 
most misleading aiid I think that some manufacturers have 
realized this because they now give dimensioned drawings 
in their catalogues as well as photographs 
shown range from variations on the traditional type « 
lamp with pleated shades to the latest Italian type fitt 
which are merely bulbs covered with the minimum refle 
on a flexible mounting. These fittings are stable enough, Photo: J. M. WOOTTON 
but I imagine that the flexibility which enables them 
wobble when touched would not endear them to some 


St. Stephen's Church, Vienna, re-roofed after war damage 
with coloured tiles to replace the original 


ABNER 
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Licenee-Free Houses 


N.F.B.T.E. Comment 

The National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, commenting on Mr. 
Macmillan’s statement, have this to 
say": — 

“Tt will go a long way towards solv- 
ing the big problem facing house- 
builders to-day—the problem of costs 
—for the house-builder will now have 
a chance to organize his work ahead on 

economical lines, and this is bound to 

. be reflected in the price of small 

- houses. The Minister’s decision also 
provides better opportunities for com- 

2 peuuon between builders which, as 

‘. pre-war experience showed, is a vital 
factor in keeping costs down. 

j “The two sections of the community 
who will perhaps benefit most from the 
change are young married couples 
whose means are limited and, because 
their families are small, do not require 


S 


i a large house, and the older couples 
who are nearing retiring age and so far 
have hesitated to move from large 


houses in which they brought up their 
tamilies to smaller houses and bunga- 
lows because of the difficulties and 
uncertainties about licences.” 
Federation of Registered 
House-Builders 


Presidential Nominations 


At a meeung of the Council of the 
Federation of Registered House- 
; Builders held at 82, New Cavendish 
* Street, London, W.1, on November 27, 
= 1952, the Council nominated the fol- 
: lowing to hold office in 1953: Presi- 
: dent: Mr. H. Spencer, J.P. (Preston). 
Semor Vice-President: Mr. R. Whit- 
ungton (Southampton). Fumor Vice- 
President: Mr. George Reed (London). 
Immediate Past President: Mr. C. 
Douglas Calverley (Leicester). The 
annual general meeting of the Federa- 

; uon will be held on January 8, 1953. 


Central Land Board : Powers 

of Purchase 
s The Town and Country Planning Bill, 
: 1952, now before Parliament, proposes 


among other things that development 
charge shall be abolished for develop- 
ment begun on or after November 18, 
1952 (the date the Bill was introduced), 
and that the Board shall cease to 
4 acquire land under Section 43 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
and Section 40 of the corresponding 
Scottish Act, except where before 
November 18 a Notice to Treat has 
been served in respect of a compulsory 
purchase order already made by the 
Board or a contract has been entered 
into by the Board for purchase of the 
land by agreement. 
a During the period until the decision 
- of Parliament on the terms of the Bill is 
. known, the Board do not propose to 
consider any new acquisitions of land 
under the Acts. 
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Hatfield 
Technical College 

His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Edinburgh opened Hatfield Technical 
College on Tuesday, December 16. 

This College, built at a total cost of 
about £750,000, and the first of its 
kind ever to be established in the 
county, was started soon after the war 
and because bricks and steel were very 
scarce the architects, Messrs. Easton 
and Robertson, devised a special system 
of pre-fabricated construction which 
allowed for economies in material and 
enabled much of it to be prepared “ off- 
site.” One of the consultants in this 
work was Mr. F. J. Samuely. 

External painting has been kept to 
a minimum to reduce maintenance 
costs and both the equipment, which 
cost about £100,000, and the fittings of 
the College were carefully considered 
as part of the design and represent the 
most up-to-date technique. 


O F 
Opening of 


The front of the College is em- 
bellished with a sculpture relief by 
Barbara Hepworth and a panel by 


Trevor Tennant. Inside the building 
are two pictures by Ben Nicholson and 
a bronze by Reg. Butler. 

The 90-acre site, generously given by 
Mr. A. S. Butler, Chairman of de 
Havillands, is large enough not only to 
accommodate the present buildings and 
the ample playing fields, but will also 
allow for. additional buildings, the 
foundations of which are already laid 
These additions will include provision 
for advanced science work including 
domestic science. In addition, as part 
of the design, a Technical Secondary 
School is now in the course of con- 
struction. 

Before the college was built, many 
students in Hertfordshire had to travel 
to London for training and de 
Havillands had to provide training for 
their employees in their own works 
Much of this training, especially work 
in preparation for examinations can 
now be provided by the College. The 
first students were admitted in Septem- 
ber last and in the first term there were 
about 1,200 attending. 

Training in Aeronautical Engineer- 
ing at a very high level is one of the 
main features of the college, and em- 
ployees from a number of aircraft com- 
panies in different parts of the country 


are expected to attend. A hostel to 
cater for these students being 
planned. 


The College caters for both day and 


evening students and consists of five 
Departments: Technical and Design 
Engineering; Works and Production 


Engineering; Building; Commerce and 
Retail Trades; and the Department 
of Social and Professional Studies 
Facilities are also available for the study 
of physics and chemistry to an 
advanced level. 

In the engineering departments, 


students may take diploma courses and 
ordinary and higher natiorial certifi- 
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cates; there are also facilities for the 
examinations of the Royal Aeronautical 
Society and special attention is being 
paid to the establishment of courses for 
aircraft maintenance engineers and air- 
craft electricians Facilities are also 
available for machine shop engineering, 
sheet metal work, welding, the practice 
of heating and ventilating engineering, 


boiler house practice and radio ser- 
vicing. 
An important function of the 


Departments of Engineering will be 
the provision of special short courses 
in foremanship. 

The Building Deparumnent will in- 
clude workshops for carpentry and 
joinery, brickwork, plumbing, painting 
and decorating. Practical classes in 
welding and lead-burning are available, 


together with a course on builders’ 
quantities. Provision is also made for 
craftsmen of mature age to attend 
courses in foremanship 

In the Commerce Department, 
facilities are offered for intensive 
secretarial training and for the varied 
examination requirements ‘of many 
branches of the retail trades. In the 


Social and Professional Studies Depart- 
ment there is a wide range of courses 
leading to Civil Service, local govern- 
ment examinations, the examination 
qualification of professional bodies, the 
study of the drama, and physical educa- 
tion. In each department emphasis is 
placed upon the importance of 
managerial studies. 

The Duke Edinburgh, 
opening speech, said 
Ladies and 
grateful, Sir, 
present here 
this College 


in his 
“Mr. Chairman, 
Gentlemen, I am most 
for your invitation to be 
to-day at the opening of 
It gives me, amongst 
other things, an excellent opportunity 
to offer my congratulations to the 
Hertford County Authorities on their 
enterprising policy which has resulted 
in this great achievement and I am 
particularly pleased to see that you have 
made proper provision for games and 
sports, including a running track 
When these are completed they will be 
of enormous benefit to the whole 
neighbourhood, as well as to this Col- 
and I am also delighted to hear 
the Hertford County Playing 
Association, as well as the 
Playing Fields Association, 
has been a considerable help to the 
County authorities in this connection 
which is another very great example of 
the co-operation between the Statutory 
authorities and voluntary organizations 
“Now the opening of this College, I 
believe, will give very great encourage- 
ment to British industry which at 
the moment, facing considerable diff- 
culties. It is all very well to understand 
the problems which face this country 
and to have deep theories to their 
solution, but it is quite another matter 
to have the foresight and the courage 
to embark upon a scheme to do some- 
thing practical about it 
“The College buildings that I have 
seen to-day are magnificent and the 
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lecture rooms and equipment are first 
class and I am quite sure that the 
teaching staff are of the same high 
standard. But I would remind the 
Governors that it needs something 
more than fine schools and good 
teachers to educate skilled technologists 
and practical scientists. If the students 
are to be of any real value when they 
leave here some way must be found to 
foster in them an adventurous spirit 
and flexible mind. Without that, Sir, 
we might just as well convert this 
College into an automatic computing 
engine factory 

“The characteristic of all the great 
periods of English history has been the 
nation-wide sense of confidence and 
adventure which went, at the same 
time, with the feeling of personal 
service to the Sovereign. These islands 
are now at the centre of a vast family 
of nations. Let it never be said that 
Great Britain became the poor relation 
of the British Commonwealth in our 
time, No amount of talk will prevent 
this happening Hard work and 
imagination is our only chance and I 
would ask the students to remember 
two things when they leave here to 
earn their living. First, always look 
upon your work as your personal con- 
tribuuon to the welfare and prosperity 
of your country; secondly, you will 
only do your best work if your heart 
is in it 

“I wish you all, Governors, teachers, 
students, every good fortune for the 
future and may your work here and 
later more than justify the building of 
this College. And so now it gives me 
very great pleasure to declare this 
Hatfield Technical College open.” 


COMING EVENTS 
Royal Institute of British Architects 

December 31 and January 2 at 3 p.m 
Two informal illustrated lectures for 
boys and girls on “ Huts, Houses and 
Building Stones,” by Hope Bagenal, 
D.C.M., F.R.I.B.A., at 66, Portland 
Place, W.1 Applications, marked 
“Christmas Holiday Lectures,” to the 
Secretary, R.I.B.A 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr. G. A. Halse, A.R.I.B.A., is now 
practising at the Hermitage, Vicarage 
Road, Sidmouth (Tel.: Sidmouth 464), 
where he will be glad to receive trade 
catalogues, etc 

CORRECTION 

In last week’s issue the name of the 
photographer on page 737 should have 
read F. W. de Almeida Mota. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

The London (City) offices of the 
Central Land Board and War Damage 
Commission have now moved to City 
Gate House, Finsbury Square, E.C.2 
(Telephone Monarch 6011 

Previously the Central Land Board 
were at 9-13, King William Street, and 
the War Damage Commission at 
Equitable House, 45-51, King William 
Street, E.C.3 

Mr. Geddes Hyslop, F.R.I.B.A. has 
moved to 5, Canonbury Place, N.1 
Canonbury 3548 
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New 


A new soil-boring machine which 
can be mounted on a lorry or trailer 
has been developed at the Road Re- 
search Laboratory. The machine is a 
complete unit, powered by its own 
engine, and it will drill clean boreholes 
up to twenty inches in diameter and 
sixteen feet deep in most soils. The 
boring bar can be brought from travel- 
ling to working position in one minute 
and it will bore vertical or inclined 
holes in a wide range of soils at a rate 
of about one foot a minute 

The machine can be used for making 
test bores when investigating sites for 
roads and buildings. It can also be 
used in place of a pile-driver when 
short piling is needed, in providing 
house foundations in clay soils, for 
instance. The machine drills the series 
of holes required and the piles are then 
cast by filling the holes with concrete. 


Mechanical Derails 


The machine is a 
powered by its own air-cooled, twin- 
cylinder diesel engine developing 
7 bhp. at 1,200 r.p.m. The chief 
feature of the machine is a_ hollow 
lattice mast 9in square, which can be 
raised from its sloping travelling posi- 
tion to a vertical position by means of 
a pair of feed screws controlled by a 
fricuon clutch. The main pivot is 
formed by trunnions mounted on the 
outside of a gear box attached at the 
lower end of the mast 

The boring bar is rotated by passing 
it through a central square hole in a 
gear wheel controlled by a_ second 
clutch. The bar is able to slide through 
this gear wheel and is steadied at its 
upper end by a bearing mounted in a 
raising which is free to slide inside the 
mast 

The boring bar is attached to an end- 
less chain which over a free 
sprocket at the top and a driving 
sprocket at the bottom of the mast 
The bar is raised by power but may be 
lowered either by power or by gravity 
with a hand-brake to control the feed 
Driving shafts, for rotating and lifting, 
have been arranged co-axially with the 
main pivots to permit boring with the 
mast inclined. A reversing gear gives 
change of direction to all the motions 
controlled 

The normal speed of rotation of the 
boring between 50-100 r.p.m. 
and the average lifting velocity is 
approximately 3ft per sec 
Tools 

Three types of boring tools have so 
far been developed. The first has a cir- 
cular plate welded to a vertical stem, 
the plate having two sectors removed 
and the leading edges bent down to 
give a slight lead. Separate cutting 
edges tipped with a hard material are 
provided for bolting to these leading 
edges. The sector openings are covered 
with hinged flaps which only allow the 
soil to pass upwards through the tool. 
This tool is satisfactory in most soils 
but the cut-away portions will only 
allow small stones to pass through. To 
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overcome this difficulty a second tool 
with a two-start helical form has been 
made. This tool is very suitable for 
large, loosely compacted gravels but 
tends to ride over large stones if they 
are ughtly embedded. A third tool was 
therefore designed to deal with such 
stones. It is fitted with two spikes 
about 4in long at about two-thirds of 
the radius out from the centre, and the 
circular path of these spikes loosens 
large stones which would otherwise not 
be disturbed. 


Christmas Message to 


Builders from The 
President of the N.F.B.T.E. 


Mr. Ian Robertson sent his best 
wishes for Christmas and New Year to 
all members of the National Federation, 
and went on to say that 1952 had been 
a year of achievement by the Building 
Industry and that the Government are 
doing all they can to help the industry 
and to make the housing programme 
more flexible. 

Mr. Robertson said that the shortage 
of materials had affected costs and that 
cement, steel, bricks and timber were 
among the “biggest headaches,” but 
that the Minister of Materials is shortly 
to make an announcement on increased 
supplies of steel to be made available 
for their use. His remarks on Training 
and on Building Costs were as 
follows : — 


Education and Training 


The most important aspect of our 
work in this sphere has been concerned 
with the preparations for taking over 
the registration of apprentices from the 
Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council. It has not been easy to devise 
a workable and acceptable plan but I 
feel sure you will agree that it is better 
that the industry itself should take on 
this job rather than leave it in the hands 
of a Government department. The 
date fixed for the change is January 1 
next, and as we have always claimed 
that we can run our own affairs more 
efficiently than the State we now have 
a good opportunity to prove it. | 
earnestly appeal, therefore, both to you 
and your Regional and Local Associa- 
uon officers to go all out to make the 
scheme we have decided upon work 
with the utmost smoothness and effi- 
ciency from the very first day of its 
inception. 

Meantime the recruitment of young 
apprentices continues. We have been 
making sound progress and the initia- 
tion during the year of our compre- 
hensive scheme for the award of prizes 
and scholarships has done much to 
help; but here again it is with the Local 
Associations that the real effort begins 
and ends and it is to them we must 
continue to look if the industry 1s to be 
assured of adequate numbers of crafts- 
men in the years to come. 


Building Costs 


During 1952 there has been a notce- 
able improvement in productivity on 
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the sites and it is only fair that this 
should be acknowledged. On the other 
hand, in February next the industry 
will be paying another 2d an hour 
under the sliding scale agreement and 
in April wiil have to find the additional 
contributions for the extra week’s holi- 
day with pay granted by the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal a month or two 
back. These items will cost the in- 
dustry another £20m. and £7m. or so 
a year respectively and the public will 
be anxious to know what we are going 
to do to prevent these added commit- 
ments increasing still further the 
already high cost of building. Unlike 
most others, our industry is very much 
before the public eye. We work in the 
Streets and in people’s homes and our 
shortcomings, though probably 
than those of other industries, are 
naturally more apparent. The public, 
drawing their own conclusions from 
what they see, will not willingly submit 
to these additional charges without 
some evidence that a determined effort 
is being made by all concerned to keep 
the cost of our services down. Em- 
ployers recognize this, but unless more 
operatives do so the outcome can only 
mean widespread unemployment 
through the refusal of building owners 
to put work in hand. The situation is 
not helped by the operatives’ submis- 
sion of a claim for another 6d an hour 
on the basic wage. I do not wish to 
say more about this here other than to 
point out that, taking into account the 
sliding scale increase, this is entirely 
out of line with recent pay awards in 
other industries and this will be a vital 
point to be borne in mind by the 
employer members of the N.J.C. when 
the claim comes before that body next 
month. 

I suggest, therefore, that our tasks for 
1953 are clear. By efficient job 
organization, the use of mechanical 
equipment wherever possible, bonus- 
ing and even better output, we must 
strive to reduce building costs without 
impairing the quality of our service. 
We must continue to urge greater free- 
dom for builders from licences and 
controls and to press strongly for more 
and more materials. At the same time 
we must conserve the materials we do 
get and encourage the co-operation of 
our men in eliminating waste. If, 
during 1953, we make an all-out effort 
to do these things and concurrently 
continue to recruit and give sound, 
practical training to our apprentices 
then 1953 will be a year of even greater 
achievement than the one that 1s now 
nearly ended. 

President of L.M.B.A.’s 

Message 

In a Christmas and New Year mes- 
sage to his Area Chairmen, which he 
has asked them to pass on to their 
members, the President of the London 
Master Builders’ Association, Mr. 
D. E. Woodbine Parish, says : — 

The important part which the build- 
ing industry has to play in the well- 
being of the country cannot be over- 
emphasized, and I am sure that you 
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and all your members appreciate the 


vital need to maintain the industry at 
the highest level of efficiency. 

The position with regard to appren- 
tces sull gives cause for concern, and 
I am confident that members of your 
Area will continue to do their utmost 
to improve the present intake by every 
possible means. 

The L.M.B.A., in its eightieth year, 
has, by the introduction of its Educa- 
tional Awards Scheme and Medal 
presentations, done much to re-estab- 
lish a feeling of responsibility towards, 
and pride in, our great industry, and I 
hope that in Coronation Year we shall 
see a great many new entrants to the 
industry. We must welcome them and 
train them to a high standard of ser- 
vice. This should be our constant aim 
and purpose 
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Freedom Under 1,000 Sg Ft 

A further relaxation of control on 
house building was announced on 
Dec. 16, when Mr.. Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, stated that from Jan. 1 
it was intended to allow any individual 
to build a house of not more than 
1,000 sq ft and so long as it did not 
consume more than the appropriate 
quantity of softwood, and that builders 
will be permitted to build up to 
12 houses at a time. In both cases the 
permission is subject to planning per- 
mission and byelaw consent. 

The Minister said that the success 
of the Government’s housing policy, 
in terms of houses completed, started, 
and under construction during the 
current year made this further step 
forward possible. The Government 
had always been anxious for private 
enterprise to supplement and support 
building by local authorities. In giving 
effect. to the new = decision, local 
authorities were being asked to issue 
licences automatically to both classes 
of applicants; and arrangements were 
being made, through the regional 
Officers, to secure that the flow of 
private house building did not 
prejudice the claim of houses for 
letting on the labour and materials 
available. 

The announcement aroused some 
Opposition clamour. Mr. Herbert 
Morrison described it as “possibly 
disastrous,” since if there was to be 
complete freedom for local authorities 
or private enterprise to build as many 
houses as they liked the quota for let- 
ting would be damaged; and the lifting 
of controls might prejudice work on 
vital factories, hospitals and schools 


Full particulars with regard to the neu 
regulauons concerning the building of 
houses up to 1,000 sq ft, and information 
on licences for houses of between 1,000 
and 1,500 sq ft, are given in Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government Circular 
No. 93/52, obtainable through any book 
seller, or direct from H.M.S.O. 
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Mr. Macmillan’s answer was that the 


licensing system was not being 
abolished. It was being kept, be- 
cause It Was necessary to control tim- 


ber and other scarce materials. He 
intended to exercise control through 
the regional system, as he had done 

past year, when instead of 
the former annual allocation work 
had been permitted in 
cceording to the | 
ivailable. He woul 
| 


during the 


iadour 


> to protect 


to the ful 


eater contribution 

Phe other objections raised appeared 
to be answered by the Minister’s 
figures of the year’s work on housing 
On the basis of the past 11 me 
forecast that 

would be about 235,000 houses, against 
195,000 in 1951. He hoped that the 
ber built for letting would be 
202,000, which was an increase 
of 29,000 on 195] : ber under 


hs he 
completions this year 


construction in nber was 
275,000, so M.P.s could draw their own 
conclusions about the likelihood of 
their being a good result next year if 


the 
tne 


He also said, in answer to another 
question, that applications for houses 
between 1,000 and 1,500 sq ft would 


be considered on their merits by local 
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Westminster Site 


The Minister of Works was ques- 
tioned about the development of the 
site in Westminster bounded by Horse- 
ferry Road, Monck Street, Great Peter 
Street and Marsham Street. He stated 
that the Labour Government decided 
in 1946 to acquire the site for the erec- 
uon of Government offices. The cost 
of the first section of the office build- 
ing, to be erected on the part of the site 
nearer Horseferry Road, which had 
been acquired and cleared, was pro- 
visionally estimated at £1,800,000 
Work on the basement was proceeding, 
but in view of the economic situation 
he could not say when it would be 
possible to build the superstructure. 
Dec. 16. 


Coronation Annexe 


The annexe to be built outside West- 
minster Abbey for the purpose of 
marshalling the Coronation procession 
has aroused much discussion, and one 
aspect of this was embodied in a ques- 
tion to the Prime Minister by Briga- 
dier Medlicott—Why build this tem- 
porary annexe when Westminster Hall, 
in which the marshalling of such pro- 
cessions took place for 700 years, is 
available ? Mr. Churchill replied that 
to use Westminster Hall for marshal- 
ling the procession, he was advised, 
would be less convenient and no less 
costly than to build an annexe at the 
west end of the Abbey. He was also 
informed that if the Coronation cere- 
mony was to be carried out under 
modern conditions with the dignity 
and precision of execution required, 
the whole process of marshalling the 
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ceremony must be as close to the west ship and Training Council would, 
door or the Abbey as_ possible under the new arrangements, be given 
Dec. 17 transferring to the indus- 
Fog Filters jing Apprenticeship and 
The recent heavy fog has apparently 
na tInanke ne 
been a severe test of the air-condition- Sit G 
ing prant t into the new House of seni Cou 
ir valuable work over < 
Commons. A reply by Mr. Molson, 
of aj s and t furtherance of 
try of Works, on a general complaint, “dicing 
the for higher educa- 
includes a passage stating that there ti 
rticular difficulties during the ae 
scn rshif Ww two of the most 1m- 
ol portant «matters which the council 
ers of the plan ch night ! 
rs Of the plant ca ; would still keep under review. He was 
instead of once a week. Even so the SO eee National Joint 
niters became dirty betore the sit Apprentic p Board, on which both 
ended, and the air in the House 
then hav been less fresh than usual sid ndustry were represented, 
Dec 16. would e their valuable work 
with vigour and enthusiasm Dec 
17 
Apprentices’ Registration 
Scheme Factory Building 
in t registration of l progress of factory building 1s 
s in the building industry indicated y figures covering the 
n announced by Mr. Eccles, period 1950, to September 
of Works. He stated that 30, 1952 were given by Mr 
National Joint Council for Strauss, Parliamentary Secre- 
stry put into operation a_ tal t Board of Trade. These 
apprenticeship scheme in howed that e total number of new 
1945, indentured appren- factories and extensions completed 
tices had been registered with the ill pr ts exceeding 5,000 sq ft—was 
Building Apprenticeship and Training 2,408 it otal area 47,700,000 sq 
Phe time had arrived when ft Ihe yearly figures were: 1950, 
i was able to undertake this 845 f ies, 19,700,000 sq ft; 1951, 
work, i ym January 1, 1953, all 937 factories, 17,600,000 sq ft; and 
new apprentices would be registered 1952 (up to September 30), 626 fac- 
with the National Joint Apprentice- tories, 10,400,000 sq ft. Another reply 
ship Board. Apprentices now regis- by the Minister on the same day gave 
tered with the Building Apprentice the additional information that in the 
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development areas the number of new 
factory buildings (including exten- 
sions) under construction on October 
$0 was 270, compared with 314 a year 


earlier, but the area under construc- 
tion was nearly 4,000,000 sq ft more 
this year than last Dec. 16 
Unfit Houses 

The number of houses unfit for 
habitation will become capable of 
accurate assessment in future. Mr 


Macmillan has stated that he is asking 
all local authorities to submit returns 
under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 
1936, after the end of the year, as they 
were required to do before 1939. The 
requirement was dropped during the 
but 


war, many authorities had con- 
tinued to supply the information 
Yec. 16 


Use of Common Land 


Major Beamish asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government 
what consideration was being given to 
the common land for major 
housing projects, which would greatly 
decrease the steady loss of good agri- 
cultural land for housing. Mr. Mac- 


use ol 


millan referred him to statements by 
the Minister of Agriculture that the 
whole future of common land was 
being considered While the object 
chiefly in mind was the contribution 
which common land could make to 


national food supplies, the possible use 
where appropriate of some common 
land for other puproses, such as hous- 
ing, was not being overlooked. (Dec 
16 


L.M.B.A. ‘Technieal 


Information 


To the Editor of A. & B. N 

Sir,—I feel bound to express a little 
disappointment at the rather depressing 
note in your comment about the 
L.M.B.A. Technical Information Ser- 
vice on page 68) of your issue ot 
December 11 

You seem to emphasize that whilst 
the Service continues to be used by 
members there is no increase in the 
number of enquiries, and you state that 
the questions are in the usual run of 
things, many of them being covered by 
Government publications. You then 
refer to the comparatively small 
number of questions asked under our 
scheme 

In actual fact the precise wording in 
my letter was “Enquiries made 
remain constant in number—they cer- 
tainly show no sign of falling off—and 
still average something like one per 
working day.” This, I would suggest 
to you, indicates that the Service is still 
in active operation and, as I have said, 
quite definitely shows no sign of falling 
off in its use 


Service 


It is of course a fact, as you say, that 
many t use direct both the 
Buildin and the services of the 
Technical Officers at the Ministry of 
Works, but I would suggest that their 
these two sources of informa- 
tion and advice has been stimulated 

ubstantially by the operation of 
Technical Information Service. I 
ure that its functions have 
builders to realize more than 
they did previously the many sources 
which are available to them in render- 


lers 


1c 


Centre 


quite 


caused 


ing assistance in the problems which 

they meet in their day-to-day work. 
In regard to your comment that 

many of the questions asked are 


Government publications, 


covered Dy 


the Ministry have themselves agreed 
with us that a not unsubstantial part 
of the benefit of our Technical In- 


formation Service is that it has created 
a kind of two-way traffic. What I 
mean by this is that the type of ques- 
tion asked by our members has shown 
more clearly to the Ministry the type 


of information that is wanted, and 
accordingly they have issued their 


publications directly designed to meet 
those points. The Ministry are as 
satisfied 


as we are ourselves with the 


success of this scheme, which is still 
continuing actively and which I feel 
will tend to increase in activity—it is 
certainly not decreasing in any direc- 
tion whatever. 
I am, etc., 
G. H. A. HuGHEs, 
Director. 


London Master Builders’ Association 


Property and Housing: The 
Public Deceived 


To the Editor of A. & B.N. 


Sir,—This Association is frequently 
approached by members of the public 
with complaints against supposed 
members of our professions whom they 
have commissioned, or with whom they 
have become involved in transactions 
connected with property or buiiding. 
The matters generally complained of 
are misrepresentation, negligence, and 
demands for excessive fees. 

Investigation usually discloses that 
the person complained of is not a bona 
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fide practitioner at all, but a self-styled 
“Surveyor” or “Architectural Sur- 
veyor” often using designatory letters 
bestowed by some unrecognized body, 
which, although worthless, have suc- 
ceeded in giving the impression that 
their user is a properly qualified pro- 
fessional man. Only too often the 
damage done to the client is irrepar- 
able; for as the law stands, unless fraud 
can be proved, there is no legal redress. 
This form of exploitation has become 
so widespread that it is necessary to 
warn the public in their own interest, 
that before commissioning an “ Archi- 
tect” or “ Surveyor” they should make 
sure that the person in question is a 
member of one of the recognized pro- 
fessional bodies, and thus subject to a 
code of professional conduct and a 
standard scale of fees. 

Another growing practice, designed 
to trap the uninformed, is that of 
builders and people calling themselves 
“House Designers” or * Architectural 
Surveyors,” who advertise to the public 
under such headings as “ Your House 
Designed,” “Plans Prepared.” It is 
important for the public to realize that 
the only person who may safely be 
entrusted with these duties is a properly 
qualified practitioner who, like mem- 
bers of the legal and medical profes- 
sions, is strictly debarred from adver- 
using. The very term “ Architectural 
Surveyor” is an attempt to evade the 
provisions of an Act of Parliament 
which restricts the utle of Architect to 
the qualified man. 

Self-styled “ House Designers” and 
“ Architectural Surveyors ” usually pos- 
sess no qualifications at all, and in any 
case are not bound by professional 
codes of conduct and the legal obliga- 
tions to client that govern the architect. 
The objections to the builder both 
planning and erecting a house are 
threefold: (i) the plans tend to be 
stereotyped, (11) the appearance is often 
unpleasing, (41) there is proper 
guarantee of the quality of the building. 
With regard to the last it is important 
to remember that the architect not only 
plans and designs the building in 
accordance with the client’s personal 
requirements, but also supervises the 
erection, thus ensuring that workman- 
ship and materials are of the required 
standard, 

The house designed by an architect 
is an efficient house, and the very 
moderate fee he charges is more than 
offset by the increased durability and 
amenities of the building, and by its 
higher market value. 

Members of the public seeking guid- 
ance on the employment of an Archi- 
tect or Surveyor should apply to such 
bodies as the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, or ourselves. 

I am, etc., 
R. F. IstTep, 
General Secretary, The Incor- 
porated Association of Architects 
and Surveyors, 75, Eaton Place, 
London, S.W.1. 
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HOUSE IN KENDAL 
Architect: E. DONALD HAIGH, ARJI.B.A, AM.T.P.I., Dip.T.P 


HE house is situated in a residential district on the outskirts of 
Kendal. Access is from the north and the site is almost level. 


The building line is some 60ft back, so that in order to place the 
garage in front of the house, at the same time leaving as much space 
as possible on the south, the house was planned at an angle to the road. 
By placing the garage at another angle, it was found possible to design a 
drive necessitating only one reverse when leaving the garage. A large 
hawthorn tree was retained as an entrance feature. 


Plan 

Advantage has been taken of the southern aspect by placing the main 
rooms on the south side, away from the road. The lounge runs the 
full width of the house at the west end and receives afternoon and 
evening sun all the year round. The dining room and kitchen are 
planned en suite for easy service of meals : the kitchen is screened by 
the chimney breast, while the solid fuel cooker provides background 
heat in the dining room. The hall and staircase are economical, yet 
give an effect of spaciousness, enhanced by the wired glass balustrade. 
Of the four bedrooms, three have built-in wardrobes and generous linen 
and storage cupboards are provided. The garage and fuel store can 
be approached under cover from the back door. 


Construction 

The house is built with I lin cavity brick walls, rough-cast externally. 
Internal partitions are 44in brick and 3in breeze block. Some walls 
of local limestone random rubble have been used. The house is roofed 
with Westmorland Green slates ; the outbuildings have a reinforced 
concrete roof covered with built-up roofing felt. The galvanized 
standard metal windows and two special types are in timber sub-frames. 


Finishes 

Externally the walls are finished with white Snowcem and paint work 
is turquoise. Internally the floors to the lounge and hall are covered 
with oak blocks, while the kitchen and dining room are finished with 
green marble Semastic tiles. Flush doors are used throughout, those 
on the ground floor being wax polished. The lounge fireplace surround 
is of polished green slate, with oak mantel and bookshelves. 
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ckitchen garden » 


40 © feet 


General Contractors : Messrs John R. Lyons and Son, Kendal. 


Sub Contractors 
R. Tierney, Kendal. Plumber : W. Nicholson, Milnthorpe. 
Messrs Elliott and Sedgwick, Kendal. Slate, porch paving, 


green stone hearth The Broughton Moor Green Slate Quarries 
Ltd., Coniston. Wood Block and Semastic Flooring : Messrs J. A. 
Hewetson Ltd., Hull. Fireplace mantel and shelves : Messrs S. and R. 

The Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 


Park, Kendal. Metal Windows 
The Merchant Trading Co., Ltd., London. Door 


Flush Doors 
Messrs W. and R. Leggott, Bradford. ; Messrs N. F. 


Furniture 
Ramsay and Co., Ltd., Newcastle on Tyne 


Slater 
Plasterers 
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WORK IN PROGRESS 


THE MARGARET 


TRAINING 


APROHITECTS: CLYDE YOUNG & 
CHIEF ASSISTANT: R. COULTER CLARK, 


CONSULTING ARCHITECT: 
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Entrance to Teaching Block, West 


McMILLAN 


COLLEGE, BRADFORD 


ie C. BROWN, ODip.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., Dip.T.P., A.M.T.P.1., BRADFORD [CITY ARCHITECT 


HE Margaret McMillan Training College for Nursery 

School Teachers is the first College in this Country 
built from scratch since the beginning of the last war. The 
Margaret McMillan Memorial Fund started to collect 
monies to erect a Memorial to Margaret McMillan, who 
started the Nursery School movement in this country, work- 
ing in and from Bradford. It was therefore only befitting 
that the Memorial should be erected in Bradford. The City 
Corporation of Bradford gave the site to the Margaret 
McMillan Memorial Fund and the Ministry of Education 
promised to give a loan, but it was soon recognized that a 
College on this scale could not be maintained by private 
means. The Ministry of Education was prepared to carry 
on what the Margaret McMillan Fund had started. 

From the date the Ministry took up the reins each In- 
spectorate of each teaching Faculty was asked to criticize 
the plans and state how they would like the special class- 
rooms or teaching equipment designed and fitted, as it was 
the Ministry’s wish to create a Teaching College which 


» would incorporate all experiences gathered in recent vears 


and be really the last word in this class of building. In the 
final development of the plans the Architects’ Department 
of the Ministry of Education for the Training College has 
given from time to time most valuable guidance and has 
been extremely helpful. 

The site the City of Bradford selected for the College 


comprises roughly of 12 acres. It is not far from the Town 
Centre, and is intersected by three roads and has a fall in 
levels of about 20 feet 

It was decided to separate the Teaching Block from the 
Residential Block entirely so that the students would “get 
away ” from the Teaching rooms when not working. 

The site portion north of Trinity Road, the highest part, 
was chosen for the Teaching Block. The northern part, 
lower and triangular, bordered by two roads of which only 
Easby Road is a main road, will be used for the houses of 
Residence. 

The Centre Block contains a kitchen and Dining Hall for 
up to 250 students. Left and right from the Dining Hall 
Block are the Residential Blocks attached, comprising 
teachers’ accommodation and study bedrooms for 150 
students with the necessary ancillary rooms. There is pri 
vision for easy addition to the Residential buildings. The 
Contract for the Dining Hall Block and Residential Block 
East has been accepted by the City of Bradford and it is 
hoped that the actual! work for this Phase IT will start before 
Christmas, 1952. 

The plans for the Residential Block West and the 
Assembly Hall form Phase III, which is scheduled to com- 
mence in 1954. 

The building work on the Teaching Block on the North 
side of Trinity Road was started in December, 1951. A 


[Continued on page 756 
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Site plan. Detail plans 
of Teaching Block. Resi- 
dential and Dining Blocks 
are shown on pages 750-753. 


The Teaching Block, South Elevation 
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Margaret McMillan Training College 


TT 


a 
584 8 48 
| 
} 
up 
IWASH RM WASH RM 
[ 
8 69 [58 68 FSB 67 [SB 66/58 65 64 [TRUNKS $863 
| > SB S4 58 
WASH 
51 5858 j 
4 5B SO $8 57 
5849 $8 % 
a0 i pes 
RESIDENTIAL WING EAST: FIRST AND SECOND FLOOR PLANS i ; 
SECTION E. RESIDENTIAL BLOCK ECTION 


TEACHING BLOCK SECOND FLOOR 


4 


SECTION BB | 


BELOW SOUTH ELEVATION FROM 
THE WEST. DECEMBER, 1952 


754 
| | 
a etch | | =| | | ] 
| 
| 


ECTION A.A 
. pore’ 3 
\ \ \ | 
> FIRST FLOOR 
teow d An 
4 fits wall’ 
TEACHING BLOCK GROUND FLOOR ; 
' Margaret McMillan Training College, Bradford 


756 


Continued from page 750 

tree-lined pathway, a present from the Women of Bradford, 
leads from the Residential part up to the Main Entrance of 
the Block. The Ground Floor left contains only adminis- 
trative rooms. The classrooms on the right are planned on 
a very simple layout system, having the corridors facing 
north and the classrooms facing south-east. In order to 
obtain a strict south-east aspect for the Main Teaching 
Rooms the right wing curves south, thus creating a slight 
movement in the extended elevation, avoiding a long rigid 
front. 

The whole of the second floor contains the various Class- 
rooms adapted to the education of Nursery School Teachers 
with an ample sprinkling of small Tutorial rooms where 
three or four students can meet in discussion groups. 

The third floor has a large top-lit exhibition hall, a 
Geography Room and, jutting out south to the garden, a 
Study or Quiet Room with a large balcony in front. Access 
to this study room comes from a main hall, tep lit, with a 
centre well, which allows the light from the circular glazed 
dome to penetrate right down to the Crush Lobby on the 
Ground Floor. 

The Study Room on the top floor has a sweeping view 
across the country and town and is connected by a small 
open stair with the Main Library underneath. The walls 
of this large room to the East and West are completely 
glazed, interrupted by structural columns only. The south 
side of the Library is walled up and covered with book- 
shelves, and has as a centre piece a large bas relief to give 
a focal point to this rather important room, which will be 
dedicated to the Margaret McMillan Memorial by the 
British Teachers Union. 

The Crush Lobby on the right-hand of the Main En- 
trance is the hub of the building, from here one can look 
up to the glass dome on the third floor. South of this 
pivotal point we find a large Common Room where students 
can take their elevenses and afternoon teas—a small kitchen 
is attached and has a covered terrace and paved space adjoin- 
ing. North of the Crush Lobby will be the Assembly Hall, 
which is scheduled to be built under Phase III, with 2,400 
sq ft floor space, excluding stage and music practice rooms, 
the latter being thus entirely removed and insulated from the 
Class Rooms. 
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It is possible that Phase IV, the building of a Gymnasium 
at the extreme right of the Teaching Block, will not be 
executed for the time being, and the Assembly Hall may be 
used also as a Gymnasium, at least temporarily, due to the 
present restrictions on capital expenditure. 

The structure of the Teaching Block is basically steel 
framed on a 10ft grille, which allows prefabricated rein- 
forced concrete floor joists in economical spans 

The Main Staircase, on the left hand of the Entrance Hall, 
forms a striking feature flanking the Entrance on the north 
side of the building. The semi-circular staircase is sup- 
ported by reinforced concrete stanchions which form vertical 
ribs from Ground Floor up to roof level, introducing a 
strong perpendicular contrast in the otherwise horizontality 
of the elevation. 

The centre block of the building, which is three storeys 
high, is walled in a blue-brown brick. The brickwork itself 
is divided up in 3ft x 3ft 6in panels, one brick course above 
and one beneath the panel recessed, to give the surface added 
texture, and by introducing special rebated bricks for the 
upright divisions. 

The side wings are bricked up between the steel frame in 
a light golden facing brick of a definite contrast to the centre 
block. To deviate further from the dark brick of the centre 
building the horizontal pointings will be off-white and the 
perpendicular pointing will be in the colour of the bricks, 
thus emphasizing the horizontal 

The windows are framed with a dressing of Empire Stone, 
the stanchions in between the windows are clad in the same 
stone so that the windows form one long horizontal unit 


The Quanuty Surveyors appointed by the City of Bradford 
are Messrs. Taylor & Smith, » New Square, Lincoln’s 
Inn, London, W.C.2 

The Main Contractor for the Teaching Block is Messrs. 
Alfred Robinson, Ltd., of Woodbine Works, Idle, Bradford 

The pre-cast flooring will be delivered by Messrs. Steg- 
wart Flooring Co., Ltd. 

The metal windows are by Messrs. Faulkner, Greene & 
Co., Ltd. 

The Central Heating by Messrs. Brightside Foundry & 
Engineering Co., Ltd. 

The steelwork by Messrs. Dorman Long & Co., Ltd 


The Carnegie Endowment 
International Centre, an 
eleven-storey building near 
U.N.O headquarters, New 
York, now under construction. 


. | = 
| 
LJ 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, December 25, 1952 


ROTTERDAM—The Reconstruction 
of the Inner City 


By J. L. BERBIERS, A.R.1.8.A., A.M.TP.1 


YNEW STAT 


URING the early years of the war—to be precise, on 
May 14, 1940—the inner part of the City of Rotter 
dam was almost entirely destroyed by fire, resulting from 
aerial bombardment. With the exception of the ‘ d 
huis,” or Town Hall, built soon after the first World War 
and a few other buildings including the Bourse, a large 
contemporary structure completed in 1940, 
building was left standing in an area of sev 
acres 
A total of about 25,000 houses, 24 churches, 69 schools, 
theatres, 12 cinemas, and numerous cafés | m r 
buildings were destroyed and, furthermore, the sewerage 
system, and most of the other underground services were 
put out of action 
Almost immediately afterwards, but before its departure 
for England, the Dutch Government issued instructions for 
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the replanning of the City, as the result of which the pre- 
paration of a reconstruction scheme was undertaken during 
the early years of the German occupation. It was, in fact, 
largely due to the foresight and efforts of the City Planning 
Authority during the war years, that Rotterdam was able 
to make such rapid progress in executing its rebuilding plan 

For instance, between 1940 and 1944, an Expropriation 
Act was passed which enabled the Municipality to acquire 
practically the whole of the devastated central area, and 
all available labour was utilized for removing the rubble 
and other remains of bomb-damaged buildings. Compen- 
sation, although not to be paid until such time as the 
owners were in a position to rebuild, was offered either in 
land or money. 

The extent of the devastation was such that nowhere could 
the existing foundations be incorporated in rebuilding; and 
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The new Southern road. Only part of the new road has so far 
been constructed. The large building in the distance (left) will 
ultimately have to make way for a traffic island. 


Stores in the Binnen Weg. A single building containing three 
firms. This part of the Binnen Weg will eventually become a 
pedestrian shopping place. 


The Coolsingel. 
planning authority now considers this building to be an intrusion 


The large structure on the left is a bank. The 
into the shopping area. Single storey shops in front of the bank 
will eventually bring more life into this part of the Coolsingel. 


moreover, it was anticipated that only a few of the original 
streets could be retained in the new scheme. Consequently 
the enormous task of removing the old piles had to be 
undertaken. (Incidentally, due to the nature of the ground, 
and the fact that a large part of Holland lies below sea level, 
the majority of Dutch towns and cities, with few exceptions 
like the Hague and Hilversum, are constructed on wood or 
concrete piles.) 

After the Liberation, the devastated central area of Rotter- 
dam was ready for rebuilding and in the Spring of 1946, the 
National Government confirmed the new plan. Apart from 
a number of temporary shops, which were built soon after 
the devastation of 1940, and one or two blocks of flats 
erected during the war years on the perimeter of the inner 
city no new development had taken place during enemy 
occupation. To-day, a visit to Rotterdam discloses that the 
plan for a new central area is rapidly taking shape; and, with 
it, there are many interesting solutions to the problems of 
reconstruction. 

As would be expected, there will be much more open 
space than before the war—only about 50 per cent of the 
land previously occupied by buildings will now be built 
upon—and of the 25,000 destroyed dwellings only 8,000 
will be rebuilt within the area. The remainder are being 
replaced on the outskirts of the City in the Zuidwijk 
Overschie, and in other new extension schemes to the north 
and south of the River Maas. 

Some 5,000 people who previously owned property in the 
destroyed area, expressed the wish to be reinstated in the 
same locality, whilst many others were prepared to go elset 
where. As for the larger industries, formerly established 
within the inner City, special areas have now been provided 
in other and more suitable parts of Rotterdam. By such 
means it has been possible to increase considerably the 
amount of open space in the central area. 


The Coolsingel. On the right is an office building with shops 
on the ground floor. Beyond is the Bourse. 


Although many of the original streets have been elimin- 
ated the Coolsingel, the principal street and focal point of 
the old centre, has been retained, and at its northern and 
southern extremities, new thoroughfares are proposed so 
as tO improve communications between the eastern and 
western quarters of the inner City, and to facilitate the 
movement of traffic to the dock area 


The existing railway system is also affected by the recon- 
struction scheme. For instance, a new Central Station to 
be built on the site of the partly destroyed Delftse Poort 
Station in the northern part of the inner City will eventually 
replace the smaller existing stations in the area. A traffic 
square, with facilities for cycle and car parking, and partly 
surrounded by shops and offices, will be built as a forecourt 
to the station. 


On account of the increase in population, it is intended to 
extend the shopping centre westwards by creating a new 
pedestrian shopping street parallel to the Coolsingel on a 
site which before the war was largely occupied by slum 
dwellings. The majority of shops facing the new street will 
be single storey in height and similar in floor area to the 
temporary shops erected during the war years. In this 
way, the Authorities intend to provide permanent accom- 
modation for those traders who now occupy temporary 
shops, but do not require larger premises in the new centre. 
In order to create an impression of height in this one-storey 
shopping street tall buildings, about nine storeys high, will 
be erected immediately behind the shops and separated from 
them only by service roads. The taller buildings will con- 
tain dwellings and in some cases, shops 

Several interesting features have been introduced in an 
endeavour to keep the actual accommodation in the City 
Centre as flexible as possible, and to provide for ultumate 
changes in the use of buildings. For example, some of the 
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Temporary shops in the Coolsingel. These will soon 
be removed. 


Reconstruction of a shopping area east of the Coolsingel. 


The Bourse, one of the 
few buildings to escape 
serious damage during 
the bombardment. 


The Coolsingel. The large building 
on the right, designed by W. M. Dudok, 
is a bank. It was partly destroyed 
during the war and now stands on 
the site of a future traffic island. 


Temporary shops in front of the post office. These are to be 
replaced by others of a more permanent character. 


New bank buildings erected soon after the war. 


buildings intended for immediate use as dwellings, have 
ceiling heights of nearly ten feet so as to be suitable for con- 
version into offices when the housing shortage becomes less 
acute. Similarly, the ground floor flats of many of the larger 
dwelling units are designed so that they can be converted 
without difficulty into shops, should the need arise. 

It is interesting to note that floor space index has not been 
adopted as a means of limiting the volume of building in 
the City Centre; but in order to maintain a general unity 
of design and massing, there are Building Regulations which 
control, among other things, the height and use of new 
buildings. Moreover, so as to ensure as far as possible 
i high standard of architectural design, each developer is 
required to submit the name of his proposed Architect to 
i Commission or Panel of Experts whose function it is to 
advise the developer upon his choice 

The landscaping of new streets in Rotterdam is by no 
means the least important aspect of the City’s reconstruction, 
and in common with most other Dutch towns and cities, 
the Town Planning and Public Works Departments of the 
Municipality are paying much attention to the selection and 
planting of trees and other forms of greenery. Such factors 
is the nature of the ground—the peat, sand and high water 
level—and the kind of effect it is hoped to achieve, all have 
to be considered in the choice of trees. The Elm, at one 
time extensively planted in towns throughout Holland, is 
now suffering from what is known as “Elm Disease,” and 
in the centre of Rotterdam it is therefore proposed to use a 
variety of the Maple. 

As will be seen from this brief account, the reconstruction 
of the devastated inner City has presented a rare opportunity 
for the introduction of new and imaginative ideas in almost 
every branch of Town Planning, and for the creation of a 
truly contemporary City Centre. 
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The Rebuilding of Rotterdam 
new office block and de- 
partment store in the main 
shopping centre. 


United States Information Photos 


cw 
= 
2 | 


TRE ARCHITECT and Building News, 


December 25, 1952 


761 


Housing Problems 
Pre-war and Post-war 


Introduction 
Pre-war housing is not only of his- 

torical interest, it also provides many 

useful lessons for the present and the 
future 

Housing statistics for any period be- 
fore 1914 are non-existent, but reliable 
estimates may be obtained from the 
returns made in connection with the 
Inhabited House Duty. Although in- 
habited shops, hotels, etc., have been 
included and no allowances made for 
demolished and abandoned houses, the 
returns give a reasonably accurate 
picture 

In 1890-1 the increase in the num- 
ber of dwellings in England and Wales 
was 55,000, in 1900-1 138,000 and in 
1910-11 37,000. Between 1891 and 
1901 the Census showed an increase of 
over a million houses in Great Britain; 
between 1901 and 1911 an increase of 
957,000 and between 1911 and 1921 of 
only 435,000. The problems caused by 
this decreasing output were intensified 
by the growth of Britain’s population 
from a total of 33,029,000 in 1891 to 
42,769,000 in 1921 

By 1914 overcrowding had become 
widespread; it was aggravated through 
the war which halted the demolition of 
a vast number of obsolescent houses 
and the building of new ones 
1918-1939 

At the time of the Armistice, there- 
fore, the country suffered a serious 
housing shortage aggravated by mone- 
tary inflation 

Not only building costs but also local 
rates were much higher than in 1914 
Rates of interest on loans had nearly 
doubled. This situation, it seemed, 
could only be dealt with in three 
ways :— 

1) The reduction of housing stan- 
dards, which had improved since 
1918. This was unacceptable to 
the public 

2) The removal of rent restrictions on 
pre-war houses which had been 
imposed since 1915, thus permitting 
a general rise of rents to the level 
of those charged for the much 
more costly post-war dwellings 
This would have caused an even 
more disastrous inflation and was 
also rejected 

3) The provision of exchequer grants 
and rate funds to reduce rents be- 
low the economic level This 
method was adopted 

From 1918 to 1920 building material 
prices rose from 105 per cent to 198 per 
cent above their level in 1913. 

Between January, 1919, and autumn 
1920, labourers’ wages increased from 
107 per cent to 203 per cent above their 
pre-war level for a shorter week. In- 
creases for skilled men were not quite 
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so rapid. The figures for bricklayers 
in 1919 and 1920 were 72 per cent and 
137 per cent above pre-war. At the 
same time productivity sunk from 20 
per cent to 50 per cent below the level 
of 1914. Building contractors could 
only be induced by very favourable 
contract terms to build for local 
authorities, which had to compete 
fiercely with private developers. There 
existed no effective form of rationing 
or priorities and in consequence con- 
tracts placed by April, 1920, for 160,000 
houses worked out at a cost of nearly 
£1,000 per unit. Even a year later 
when wholesale prices dropped from 
300 per cent to 200 per cent above their 
pre-war level, the cost of house-build- 
ing had only decreased by eight per 
cent 

The model contracts drawn up by 
the Ministry of Health protected 
builders against any risks through in- 
crease in costs of materials and labour 
Local Authorities might have rejected 
such terms had they not been safe- 
guarded themselves by subsidies 

The Addison Act of 1919 gave no 
incentive to keep costs low The 
public was insistent on accommodation 
standards higher than pre-war and the 
Government was determined to obtain 
quickly a large output of houses. Often 
expensive plans and layouts were 
adopted and economy in the use of 
materials and the supervision of con- 
tracts neglected In spite of all 
apparent incentives productivity re- 
mained low 

During the three years following the 
Armistice no more than 170,000 new 
houses were built The post-war 
slump and, in its wake, the “ Geddes 
Axe” prolonged this state of affairs so 
that even five years after the war the 
number of new houses had reached a 
bare total of 367,000, not more than the 
output during the year 1936-37. Of 
these 367,000 houses 52 per cent were 
erected by local authorities, 16 per cent 
by state-subsidized and 32 per cent by 
unassisted private enterprise 

By 1922 the replacement boom gave 
way to a severe slump. Masters had 
to cut costs and increase efficiency to 
keep in business and men had to work 
harder to stay in their jobs for unem- 
ployment was widespread. Prices 
tumbled down everywhere and within 
a year houses were built at nearly half 
their former cost 

In 1923 the Conservative Govern- 
ment, in office since 1922, introduced 
the Chamberlain Housing Act. A maxi- 
mum Treasury subsidy of £6 a house 
a year for 20 years was made available 
to either private enterprise and local 
authorities for houses built before 
October 1, 1925, either for letting or 
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sale at any price. In order to encour- 
age owner-occupation, the authorities 
were empowered to help first pros- 
pective buyers who could not pay the 
initial deposits required by building 
societies and, secondly, landlords un- 
dertaking repairs and reconstruction of 
houses. Simultaneously the policies of 
the 1919 Housing Acts, which for the 
first time accepted the notion that work- 
ing-class housing was a social service 
provided by the local authorities, were 
reversed. With each new scheme— 
the local authorities now had to con- 
vince the Minister of Health that they 
were better fitted to provide houses than 
private enterprise. Allowing only two 
years for the payment of the new sub- 
sidies, official quarters must have be- 
lieved that the housing shortage could 
be overcome rapidly. The 1919 sub- 
sidies paid to local authorities were 
blamed for the hitherto high cost of 
building and low output. Unfortu- 
nately it was not realized that a con- 
tracted building industry, still suffer- 
ing from the effects of war, was unable 
to provide quickly and at reasonable 
costs both houses and other types of 
buildings unless definite controls and 
priorities were introduced. The stan- 
dards set up by the 1923 Act were dis- 
tinctly progressive, but the means to 
pay for them were not provided. The 
poorer or the larger a family, the 
smaller was its chance of meeting the 
balance of rent or purchase price not 
covered by the subsidy. Only the best- 
paid among the working-classes could 
afford these houses. Districts of 
generally better-off classes benefited 
most. 

The Act was opposed by the Labour 
Party because houses were mainly 
built for sale on instalments, and be- 
cause private builders were subsidized 
out of public funds. Labour favoured 
publicly owned houses built for letting 
as this prevented speculation during 
tumes of scarcity. The Conservatives 
on the other hand considered private 
enterprise to be a means of reducing 
taxation and bureaucracy. They also 
believed that home-ownership gave the 
individual citizen a real stake in the 
country. Here, for the first time, 
emerged two fundamentally different 
housing policies. In essence, they have 
remained unchanged ever since 

In 1924, before the Chamberlain Act 
could have become effective, the first 
Labour Government took office, and 
soon afterwards passed the Wheatley 
Act giving higher subsidies to local- 
authority-built houses to be let at con- 
trolled rents. Powers were restored to 
the authorities to provide working-class 
dwellings without justifying their 
actions. The need for publicly owned 
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dwellings had now been universally 
recognized: in fact, the position was 
later consolidated by the Conservative 
Housing Act of 1925. Wheatley also 
extended the availability of the Cham- 
berlain subsidy until 1939 and 
promised the trade unions a rapidly ex- 
panding building programme whilst 
they, in return, agreed to a dilution of 
the skilled labour force. A new 
Treasury subsidy was made available to 
local authorities and public utility 
organizations at £9 per house per 
annum for 40 years in urban and 
£12 10s in rural areas; in addition local 
authorities had to contribute £4 10s 
per house, relating average rents of new 
dwellings to the controlled rents of pre- 
war houses, with the proviso that ten- 
ants should be liable for any expense 
in excess of the total subsidies of 
£13 10s and £17 per annum respec- 
tively. No guidance was given as to 
the type of pre-war dwelling suitable 
tor comparative rent calculations, nor 
was it clear what would happen to 
rents of newly completed houses if 
building costs and rates of interest on 
new capital fell at a later date. This 
problem was never fully clarified, for 
the Conservative Government which 
soon followed Labour in office favoured 
the*Chamberlain Act and, in addition, 
reduced all housing subsidies in 1927 
and 1928. spite of  vacillating 
policies resulting from changes of 
Government, housing output rose dur- 
ing the latter half of the Twenties. 
This was partly due to greater efficiency 
and partly to an expanded labour force. 
The number of workers in the building 
industry had increased from 583,000 in 
1918 to 1,017,200 in July, 1927. 

.Between 1924 and 1928, 825,000 
houses were built with both the aid of 
the Chamberlain and Wheatley subsi- 
dies. Local authorities and state-sub- 
sidized private enterprise had an 
equal share each in 72 per cent of the 
total, whilst unaided private enterprise 
was responsible for the rest. The total 
average of 208,000 houses per annum 
represented a great improvement on 
the output of the immediate post-war 
years. 

From 1927 onwards the level of 
house building was again allowed to 
decline. It fell from 261,000 dwellings 
in 1927-28 to 188,500 in 1928-29. There 
was a slight recovery to 220,000 during 
1929-30 as a result of increasing private 
building which now filled the gap left 
vacant by public activity 

During the period 1929-1933 a total 
of 817,000 dwellings was built, at an 
average annual rate of 204,000, as com- 
pared with 261,000 during 1927-28. 
Thirty-five per cent were put up by 
local authorities, 14 per cent by assisted 
and 51 per cent by unassisted private 
enterprise. The latter were mainly 
within reach of the lower-middle 
classes who bought their houses with 
the aid of building societies, insurance 
companies, or sometimes the Small 
Dwellings Acquisitions Act. Among 
the wage-earning classes, there was a 
certain amount of moving up inta 
vacated houses of various categories as 
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the better paid among them moved int 
new dwellings. But the many who 
stood half-way down or near the 
bottom of the wage ladder rarely found 
suitable dwellings at rents they could 
afford. When the slump receded, house- 
building increased substantially 
During the four years 1934-38 the 
annual average was a record total of 
358,000, mainly based upon a further 
expansion of unassisted private house 
building which developed after the fall 
In interest rates in 1933. It accounted 
tor 77 per cent of total output, public 
housing being a poor second with 21 
per cent. 

During the period 1935-39, the 
average annual number of privately 
built houses was 263,000 as compared 
with an average of 151,000 during the 
four years preceding 1934. Private 
enterprise had shown itself capable of 
rapid expansion, but by 1936 the re- 
armament programme created such a 
demand for building resources that 
quanuues available for other purposes 
had to be curtailed. No further sup- 
plies of building labour and materials 
were forthcoming, no attempts 
made to develop new methods of con- 
struction and output, therefore, in- 
creased no further. In addition, re- 
armament had an _ inflatory effect 
Wages and material costs increased so 
that by 1939 prices were more than 20 
per cent above their 1931 level. 


Slum Clearance 

Up to 1930 only about 11,000 slum 
houses had been taken down and re- 
placed. So far, because of the general 
shortage of dwellings it had seemed 
unpractical to undertake clearance of 
slum districts, but now the public con- 
science began to sur. The Greenwood 
Act of 1930 marked the first serious 
step towards a solution. A Treasury 
subsidy was paid to local authorities 
varying with the number of people 
displaced and rehoused. Subsidies also 
varied with the size of families and 
the locality, i.e., £2 10s per person for 
40 years in rural areas and £2 5s in 
urban areas. A special subsidy of an 
additional £1 5s was paid for persons 
rehoused in flats when the cost of pur- 
chasing and clearing sites exceeded 
£3,000 per acre. Local authorities were 
free to charge differential rents and 
allow rebates. The Act favoured the 
rehousing of the poorest who could 
not even afford rents reduced with the 
aid of the usual subsidies. 

It was supplemented by the Wheat- 
ley subsidy which was maintained to 
provide eventually a surplus’ of 
ordinary working-class dwellings for 
the benefit of families who lived in 
houses a little better than slum pro- 
perties. Local authorities were now 
encouraged to frame long-term pro- 
grammes. Every authority with a 
population of more than 20,000 had to 
state its plans for slum clearance and 
the provision of more houses during a 
period of five years. However, when 
the world slump reached its height and 
the second Labour Government de- 
parted, the Wheatley subsidies were re- 
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pealed and slum clearance postponed 
The National Government encouraged 


working-class housing with the aid of 


building societies, which, if they 
advanced 90 per cent of the capital 
instead of the isual 


received a guarantee 
authorities 


ss than 100 per cent 


to le ipove mel! 
pre-war level as compared with over 
300 per cent in 1920. This and the 
conversion of the five per cent war 
loan reduced interest rates for local 


authorities, which had been mainly 
ibout 5 per cent to 3} per cent. Un 
subsidized houses to let could now be 
built at prices compar able with those 
of subsidized houses erected in 1927 


The erection of new houses at rents 


suitable for slum dwellers became 
possible Local authorities devel ped 
programmes for the demolition or 
closure of 285,189 dwellings. Their 


obligations 1 
of the Housing 
iimed at the abolition of overcrowding 
The overcrowding Census of 1936 


h irly four 


reased with the passing 
Act of 1935 which 


showed that n 


nine million houses 
grossly overcrowded, 
standards idopted were low two per- 
sons were allowed to a single room; 


hree to two rooms; five to three rooms, 
n and a half to four rooms; ten to 
five rooms and then two persons to 
each additional room. Children were 
equal to half a person. Rooms of less 
than 110 sq ft counted as a fraction of a 
room and those under 50 sq ft as well as 
bathrooms, sculleries, etc., did not 
count at all. As subsidies in this in- 
stance, were less favourable than those 
for slum clearance, many fami 
dealt with under local slum clearance 
programmes. As a result the number 
of houses to be closed or demolished 
increased and reached the total of 
472,000 in 1939, whilst only about 
245,000 houses had been actually 
closed or demolished by that vear 
Even so, this still was a notable feat 
because more people had been re- 
housed within a few years than under 
the sum total of all previous schemes 
since 1890 Furthermore, over 
700,000 houses had been repaired and 
rendered fit for human habitation. One 
must be a little cautious about the 
extent of this latter achievement 
because the dwellings never came up to 
modern standards and interpretation of 
what is “fit for human habitation” 
varies widely. 


seve 


lies were 


Conclusions 

Several features of inter-war housing 
are worth noting 

1) Considerable changes due to 
wartime requirements slowed down 
the building industry’s return to peace- 
time conditions The war not only 
caused a diversion of activities but a 


dditional interest 
“ and capital. Repayments were spread 
over 30 years instead of the usual 20 
This policy came as near as could be 
to the abandonment of housing by the 
State 
rs 1931 and 1932 were years of acute 
> m ni } iis fell 
ec el 
| 
i 
: 
> 
{ 
= 
. 


THE ARCHITECT and Building 


contraction of skilled labour. Con- 
structional work was mainly concen- 


trated on civil engineering apart Irom 


the erection of can 


that employed on 
1¢ number of trained 
‘Il off and many skil 

were ¢ illec 
t in other war occu- 
ber of small builders 


who normaly 


and it took time to reorgan 


pand it slowed down 


ize and Cx 


by gene i easy-going 
reaciion nd restr 
tions and the anomalies of the Addisor 
Housing Scheme which almost sumu 
lated inefficiency 

2 \ successful housing pro 


gramme can only be carried out on a 
long-term basis with details planned 
well in advance. Only such conditions 
will give builders, material manutac 
sufficient confi- 
dence. The slumps of the early *twen 
ties and ‘thirties and the conflicting 
housing policies of alternating govern 
ments made this impossible. In 1918 
the fear of sudden cuts and subsequent 
unemployment cau 
oppose stror gly a dilution of the di 
nished labour force. This opposition 
was withdrawn when Wheatley under 
took to carry out a long-term pr 
gramme; but his Government fell 
during the year and his succes 
sors 1 ‘re not bound by hi 
decisions. Local authority and assisted 
private enterprise 
sharply after 1928 when it had reached 
its highest levels as the result of the 
Wheatley Act From then onwards 
housing output began to decline until 
1933. Divergencies of policy are, of 
course, part of the system of party 
government, but several times during 
the inter-war period they were most 
detrimental to the building industry 

3) The level of interest rates much 
influenced the scale of housing activi- 
ues. If a house costs £400 to build 
and the rate of interest is 5 per cent, 
the rent necessary to meet this charge 
alone wou'd be 7s 9d a week, without 
anv allowance for sinking fund or 
management expenses. If interest 
stands at 3 per cent the charge would 
be reduced to 4s 7d. The fall in in- 
terest rates from 4} per cent to per 
cent much stimulated the building 
industry. Little less important was the 
length of time allowed to repayments 
Under the Act of 1933, the building 
societies required repayment within 3( 
vears. This involved a sinking fund 
charge of more than 2 per cent. With 
repayments for local authority houses 
over 60 years, the charges were below 
1 per cent. The former method in- 
volved an extra 3s on the weekly rent 


turers and operative 


rousing fell off 


The economic level of rents was 
more affected by the level of the in- 
terest rate than the level of labour costs 
or even the cost of materials. 
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4) Owner-occupation had obvious 
disadvantages. From the date of occupa- 
became second-hand 
in the art way cars depreciate in 
cease to be brand 
creased so increased 
noney which had to be spent 


i dequately. Even if the 
hou was soundly designed and con- 
structed, which was not always the 

demand predominated for the 


latest gadgets. 


tl wner had to move from one 
ther, for example, be- 
more suitable 


when he had to dis- 


pose proj because of finan- 
ial difficulties, he risked losing the 
ivings he had used for covering his 
art of the purchase money and often 
even ft nstalments he had 
paid i ic n of the loan. These 


an im- 
house-owners 
sirable conse- 
he dwellings 
monized with the 
It hap- 
newly married 
1emselives tied 
4 of which was 
perly utilized by the presence 


hanging needs of the family 


Any slack was often taken up by 
1Z ul lodgers, 


rooms to 


yut whether these were relatives oF 
“nt was irk- 
er of under- 
« or overcrowding was ever 
present, detrimental not only to the 
nation but also to the individual house- 
I his property, could 
to changing 


authorities nor 
latter of which 
inter-war dwel- 
ings, solved the housing problem of 


iry working-classes, 1¢., a 


very tantial section of the popula- 
tion rt ) authorities tended to 
issist. the better-paid among the 


ncomes above £3) who 
the rents of subsidized 
ilst the poorer, who could 
these rents inadvertently 
ortunate neighbours 

ind rate contributions 
\orities preferred the Cham- 
to the Wheatley subsidy 
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neglected the provision of dwellings 
at the lowest possible rents. 

Private enterprise until the early 
Thirties concentrated on fulfilling the 
demands of the middle and upper 
classes. When it turned to the pro- 
vision of small houses it could not 
build them as cheaply as the local 
authorities who could raise their capi- 
tal on better terms. The difference in 
the cost of capital was as much as 25 
per cent of the capital charges on a new 
house. In addition, private enterprise 
expected a profitable and not just an 
economic return on its completed 
houses 


Seebohm Rowntree in his York 
survey found that about 4,300 private 
enterprise houses were built in that 
city. Only 670 (15.6 per cent of the 
total) were occupied by families with 
less than £5 a week. 500 out of 670 
were sold to the occupiers, The 
average weekly outgoings 
loan charges, rates and_ repairs 
amounted to 20s. The remaining 170 
houses were rented at an average gross 
rent of 15s Llld. Nearly half were 
above this figure. It is certain that the 
situation in York was little different 
from that in other towns. The First 
National Housing Trust, a_ privately 
sponsored organization, operating be- 
tween 1935 and 1939 was unable to 
build small rural houses to let at a rent 
of less than lls 7d a week, although a 
building society lent 90 per cent of the 
cost at the exceptionally low rate of 4 
per cent. Interest and sinking fund 
accounted for 6s 4d maintenance, 
management, etc., for 2s 2d, and rates 
for 3s ld. 


covering 


On an estate in Birmingham the total 
rent was 14s Id. Loans from the 
Municipal Bank were also at the low 
rate of 4 per cent. In these two cases 
the local authorities had helped, but 
where this was not the case, rents were 
even higher, e.g., on a Croydon estate 
the rent was 18s 9d and even then out- 
goings were not fully covered 

Rents of council houses in England 
and Wales in 1936 were as in Table A 

Most dwellings with net rents up to 
Ss in urban areas were dwellings 
smaller than family houses. Some 
were low-rental dwellings for families 
with small incomes and _ several 
children. 


free to choose they thus The Return deals with net rents and 
Ss Id to 8s Id to 
Area UptoSs 8s 10s Over 10s Total 
County of Lond 960 10,973 23,634 49,626 85,193 
County Boroughs 42,717 206,443 83,625 24,169 356,954 
Non boroughs 17,458 74,385 29,609 21,812 143,264 
Urbar cts 21,245 100,368 38,208 17,780 177,601 
Rural districts 29,888 59,866 11,514 1,997 103,265 
England and Wales 112.268 452,035 186,590 ‘115,384 866,277 
TABLE A 
Up to 7s 6d 7s 6d tolls6d Over I3s 6d 

No. of houses 93,380 175,076 113,387 

of total 11 51% 23 15%, 
TABLE B 
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therefore does not include rates. 
These in urban areas were about 2s 6d 
for net rents between Ss t6 7s; 3s 
for 7s rents and 3s 6d for rents of 8s 
or more. In rural districts they were 
lower. 

Gross rents in urban areas were, 
therefore, distributed as in Table B. 

It was estimated that the gross rent 
of 450,000, 1.e., about half of the coun- 
cil houses did not exceed 10s. 

How rents were related to incomes 
in 1936 can be gathered from the re- 
search conducted by Colin Clark in 
1929. The index of earnings during 
that year was approximately the same 
as in 1936. (See Table C.) 

More than 60 per cent of all incomes 
were below £125 p.a. or 48s 6d per 
week. The average weekly expendi- 
ture on food was about 9s per head in 
1935. This covered a quite adequate 
but by no means perfect diet. Taking 
the average size of family at that time 
as 3.6, the weekly outlay on food was 
32s 6d. To this must be added about 
Ss for clothing, 4s for fue! and light, 
ls 7d for insurance, Ss for household 
and personal sundries. These figures 
are based on the Bowley “ Bare Sub- 
sistence ” standards and the Rowntree 
“Human Needs” standards at 1935 
prices. No allowance has been made 
for items such as medical expenses, 
recreation, tobacco, sweets, furniture 
and repairs, etc. The total weekly 
expenditure except on rent was, there- 
fore, 48s ld and it can be seen that the 
rents required for adequate dwellings 
were beyond the reach of hundreds of 
thousands of families, particularly if 
they had children. Or in reverse, the 
incidence of poverty, was shifted from 
housing to the food budget. Dr. 
M’Gonigle’s investigation Stock- 
ton-on-Tees showed that when the 
population of the “ Housewife Lane” 
slum clearance area where the average 
rent had been 4s 8d was transferred 
to a new housing estate with rents 
averaging 9s the consequences on diet 
and health were disastrous. 

Rowntree in his “ Poverty and Pro- 
gress” described how one-third of all 
working-class families had such inade- 
quate incomes that they could not even 
afford the rents of pre-1914 houses or 
of post-war subsidized council houses, 
without going short of the necessities 
of life. In “The Human Needs of 
Labour” he showed that an agricul- 
tural labourer with a family of three or 
more children and an income of less 
than 35s 6d could not pay rent at all. 
Labourers’ wages in most counties 
were, in fact, below that figure. This 
bears out the contention that the prob- 
lem of better housing is fundamentally 
one of income. 

(6) Lack of National Policy affected 
equity, quality and progress of housing 
schemes. 

(a) The extent of slum clearance was 
left to the varying initiative of indivi- 
dual authorities, e.g., during 1936-37 
Great Yarmouth completed only 52 
houses compared with 110 in the pre- 
vious year. Even by 1938-9 the annual 
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ESTIMATED DISTRIBUTION OF THE NATIONAL INCOME IN 1929 


No. of Average 
No. of incomes as income Weekly 
Amount of Income incomes of all in group Earnings 
incomes 
Over £10,000 10,000 0.05 «£22,000 
£2,000—£ 10,000 100,000 0.5 £3,780 
£1,000—£2,000 199,000 1.0 £1,190 
£500—£1 ,000 508,000 2.7 £614 
£250—£500 1,527,000 8.1 £264 é5 Is 6d 
£125—£250 4,925,000 26.1 £199 £3 16s Od 
Under£125 11,600,000 61.5 £100 €2 8s 6d 
Total 18,869,000 100.00 
FABLE of marriage ).—This need, according t 


rate had not reached a reasonable level 
In contrast Newcastle managed to in- 
crease the rate of building from an 
average of 568 houses a year under the 
earlier subsidies to an average of 767 
houses between 1934 and 1939. 

(b) The quantities of houses to be 
built at various levels of costs and to 
let at various levels of rents were not 
defined. 

(c) Methods of charging differential 
rents were neglected for a considerable 
and their legal provisions re- 
mained vague. In absence of minis- 
terial guidance these schemes were 
interpreted in many different ways 
Thus, in addition to means tests intro- 
duced by the State, the poorest had to 
face quite arbitrary local tests. 

(d) Unaided by a_ nation-wide 
scheme of equalization, the im- 
poverished municipalities of the de- 
pressed areas could far less afford to 
help their many poor and unemployed 
citizens through liberal rent reductions 
than the more prosperous authorities 
of southern and western England. 

(e) The premature release from rent 
control of a number of small pre-war 
houses at a time when shortage was 
sull acute reduced their availability to 
poorer families. 

(f) Private house building was al- 
lowed to gravitate around large pro- 
vincial towns, the more prosperous 
Greater London area and_ southern 
counties, whence many people from 
the depressed areas emigrated in 
search of better conditions. This 
factor, aggravated by inadequate town 
planning control, resulted in the des- 
trucuon of vast areas of agricultural 
land and scenic beauty. 


Post-War Housing 

Estimates made by the end of the 
Second World War and since of the 
number of new dwellings required to 
solve the housing problem have varied 
widely. Official quarters stated in 1945 
that about four million houses would 
have to be built over a period of 10 or 
12 years. An accurate assessment of 
housing needs was hampered by the 
lack of data. As no Census had been 
carried out in 1941, estimates were 
based on the Housing Census of 1931, 
the Overcrowding Survey of 1936, and 
some private sample surveys.  Re- 
quirements may be grouped thus: 

A. New dwellings occupied annuall 
by additional families (e.g., as a result 


Stausucians, was met by 50,000 
60,000 dwellings each year of the inter 
war period. Upward variations for 
these figures are necessary because the 
yearly number of marriages between 
1939 and 1951 was substantially higher 
than in 1921-1939, and because the 
Rent Restrictions Act of 1939, by 
giving security of tenure, slowed down 
the vacating of dwellings Even 
some allowance is made for the in- 
creased number of divorces, one may 
reasonably assume as adequate 
annual total of 80,000 dwellings 
B. Slum Clearance.—This relates t 
the five million working-class dwel!- 
ings built before 1914. First, there are 
the sub-standard houses which in 1939 
had not been demolished under slum- 
clearance schemes; their total amounts 
to about 250,000 Secondly, thos« 
dwellings which just escaped inclusion 
in clearance schemes and which the 
authorities since the 1930 Act had 
rendered fit for human_ habitation. 
although they remained below modern 
standards, their total is about 750,006 


The 1951 Census shows how many 
of the five million dwellings lacked 
even most elementary modern stan 
dards 6,522,600 households were 
without exclusive use of fixed baths: 
3,293,700 without exclusive use of 
W.C.s. 44 per, cent of the households 
in the County of London and 34 per 
cent in Manchester had no_ bath: 
6,000 households in Greater Londc 
had no w.c, at all 


Additional information can: be ob 
tained from age and condition of build- 
ing surveys prepared by planning 
authorities for their development plans 
e.g., the London County Council has 
used a set of 25in-scale Ordnance maps 
for a very detailed survey. Buildings 
have been classified into those erected 
a) before 1870; (b) between 1870 and 
1916; (c) since 1916; (d) those exten- 
sively war-damaged; and (e) those 
already condemned or which would be 
scheduled for demolition under the 
Housing Acts if demolition were im- 
mediately practicable. Of a total of 
40,684 acres, 9,304 comprised areas otf 
mainly pre-1870 dwellings and 17,735 
acres dwellings built mainly between 
1870 and 1916. Estimates of unfit 
houses are classified as follows: (1 
Probably representable at once; (2) For 
consideration after five years; (3) For 
later consideration (probably at the 
end of ten years). 


. 
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C, Overcrowding.—As a result of 
the 1951 Census, the number of house- 
holds with more than two persons per 
room was 282,900, or 2 per cent out of 
a total of 14,481,500. This seems to 
compare favourably with the Over- 
crowding Survey of 1936 which 
showed that nearly 4 per cent of all 
dwellings in England and Wales were 
overcrowded, were it not that specific 
provisions of the 1936 survey had not 
been considered in 195], Le., that 
rooms of than 50 sq ft do not 
count and those of less than 110 sq ft 
counted as a fraction of a room. This 
aggravating omission will hardly be 
counterbalanced by the provision in 
the 1936 survey that a child under ten 
years counts only as a half a person 
But then, in any case, the very low 
standards in 1936 (described in the 
chapter on slum clearance above) are 
unsatisfactory for even the most 
modest of current standards The 
latter is adequately defined in Section 
37 of the Housing Act of 1930 relating 
to re-housing activities of local authori- 
a new dwelling containing two 
bedrooms shall house four persons; one 
with three bedrooms five persons; 
one with four bedrooms seven persons, 


less 


ties: 
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standards, and how many years should 
be required to reach a certain standard 
on a nation-wide scale. Apart from 
the negative facts outlined above, the 
positive achievement of housing pro- 
gress from 1945 until 1952 must not be 
overlooked; 1,250,000 dwellings of 
high standards were built in Britain 
during that period. Aiming high, ie., 
allowing for adequate housing of new 
families, slum clearance, elimination of 
overcrowding, iiquidation of much 
obsolescent development, and require- 
ments of industry, an annual output of 
450,000 dwellings over the next ten 
years might be necessary; aiming low, 
an annual 200,000 over the next 20 
years might be regarded as adequate 
In either case many under-occupied 
dwellings will have to be utilized 
more adequately and families and 
single persons induced to live in 
dwellings of a size most suitable to 
their requirements. Apart from pre- 
sent overcrowding, the 1951 Census 
reveals many facts about under-occupa- 
tion; 55.9 per cent of the structurally 
separate dwellings in Great Britain 
have four or five rooms, whilst 52.4 
per cent of all households consist of 
two or three persons. The number of 


HOUSEHOLDS OF SUCCESSIVE 
Persons per 


DENSITIES OF OCCUPATION 


room Over 3 Jand over2 2and over I} |} and over | ! or less 
(incl. kitchen) 

No. of households 57,700 225,300 767,700 1,686,200 11,804,600 

TABLE © single-person households comprises 


etc This standard works out at about 
one person per habitable room and can 
be applied to the findings of the 1951 
Census See Table D 

2,736,900 households are thus over- 
crowded according to the standards of 
the 1930 Housing Act. This figure is 
clearly related to that of households in 
shared dwellings which is 2,078,000 

Samples from various parts of the 
country show that overcrowding in the 
id industrial areas is still un- 
diminished See Table E 

D. The present deficit of dwellings 


10.8 per cent of the total, yet far too 
few one- and two-room dwellings have 
been built so far The output of 
three-bedroom and flats often 
occupied by a couple with one or no 
child has been and sutll is considerable. 
These comprised 50 per cent of the 
dwellings on tenders approved in the 


houses 


last quarter of 195] as compared with 
61 per cent two years before and 80 
per cent in the six months ending in 


September, 1948 


In 1951 
two- 
occupying 


1,112,810 one-, 
households 
rooms 


there were 


three-person 


dwellings with 


-It is almost impossible to decide each numbering six to fifteen or more, 
how many new dwellings have been i.e., 2,628,110 persons occupied 
needed since 1940 to solve the housing 7,295,900 room 0.36 persons per 
problem in Britain because this is a room If these dwellings were 
question of policy, whether no one — utilized more equitably at a standard 
should live below certain low mini- of two rooms for one person, three 
mum standards, whether no one should rooms for two persons and_ four 
live below adequate contemporary rooms for three persons, a surplus of 

No. of Households in all No. of Households in shared 
Location dwellings. Persons per dwellings. Persons per 

room room 
Central Clydeside 1.23 1.55 
Glasgow 1.28 1.53 
Bradford C.B 0.77 1.37 
Durham 0.90 1.25 
Tyneside 0.88 1,20 
Lancashire 0.72 1.01 
London 0.83 0.88 
Kent 0.67 0.81 
East Sussex 0.63 0.75 


TABLE €E 


3,716,920 would accrue. This, at the 
same standard, would accommodate 
198,500 one-person, 512,990 two-person 
and 377,150 three-person households, 
i.¢., a total of 1,087,640 dwellings. Even 
it this total were reduced for various 
reasons, e.g., unsuitability for conver- 
sion of many properties, provision of 
bathrooms, etc., there would still exist 
the possibility of gaining 500,000 
dwellings, or more than two years’ 
housing output at the current rate 


Current Housing Problems 


In some aspects the present situation 


resembles that of 1921. Inflation of 
building costs is yet undiminished 
The Third Girdwood Report finds 


that, in spite of many economies in 
design and specification, the cost of 
house building rose much faster from 
1949 to 1951 than it had in the two 
previous years. The cost of an average 
three-bedroom council house com- 
pleted in 1949 was £115 higher than 
that of a slightly smaller type in 1947 
and higher again by another £175 in 
October, 1951. This in spite of savings 
due to simplifications. The major 
cause of the increase has been the in- 
flated cost of materials, ie., a mse of 
£121 between autumn 1950 and 1951. 
Timber accounted for £46, and this 
sum would have exceeded £60 had the 
house been started after the removal 
of price control in March, 1951. Out- 
side works and land charges rose by 
£32, overheads and profits by £16, and 
professional fees £14 beyond their cost 
in 1949. Claims for wage increases 
during the currency of the contract 
were assessed at £19. Output per man 
having improved from 31 to 20 per 
cent below the pre-war level in 
1947-49, remained stable over the 
following two years. However, accord- 
ing to a recent statement by Mr. 
Marples, productivity has risen again 
in 1952. 


Regrettably, no progress was made 
in the spread of incentive schemes 
since 1949 when they affected half the 
housing labour force. Pre-war produc- 
uvity would save £100 and the reduc- 
tion in space standards recommended 
by the Ministry of Housing another 
£150. Even so, the total of these two 
items would not entirely balance the 
increase of £290 since 1947 when 
building costs were more than 300 per 
cent above their pre-war level. Weekly 
rents for prototype houses work out 
as shown in Table F on page 765. 


The Girdwood Committee intended 
to test the cost of comparable semi- 
detached and terraced private enter- 
prise houses, but information received 
from 139 local authorities related only 
to the value of issued licences, not to 
the actual building cost. An offer by 
the B.R.S. to study private builders’ 
accounts was declined by the Com- 
mittee because the difference in 
average size between private and coun- 
cil contracts would have resulted in a 
costly and inconclusive investigation. 
This view was corroborated by the 


National Federation of Building Trade 
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ivailable site within the city ex- 

hausted by 1953, has attempted to 
1947 1949 1951 1951 house at acquire 500 acres of good agricultural 
house house house new int. and j 


land. It seems strange, then, that at 
subsidy rates 
t 


ime when each vear 10,000 or more ’ 
. icres of fertile acres are lost, the idea 
Building cost 17s 3d 18s 4d 20s 2d 25s 10d ferociously attacked bv its various . 
- } Total cost (inc. site and professional ponents. It is one thing to point t 
Economic net rent (inc. repairs, etc.) 23s 3d 24s 10d 28s Id 34s 8d MATS, 
Subsidized net rent 14s 10d 5d 19s 8d 2Is Od but another to by purely 
Rates Ss ee 3s 8s 6d theoretical calculations the gain for 


Total (Subsidized rent & rates) 


TABLE F (See page 763) 


Employers. ‘The Federation sull felt 
that the private enterprise builder 
could build more cheaply than local 
authorities, but the support for this 
was based on = pre-war experience. 

There are other factors which may 
at present or in future frustrate the 
expansion or cost reduction of low- 
cost house building. 

Since 1945 sewerage and other ser- 
vices for new factories and housing 
schemes in the development areas have 
been subsidized, but now the Minister 
of Works proposes to end this special 
aid. The local authorities either have 
to abandon proposed schemvs or add 
as much as 6s to their rates; and these 
are generally high in the areas con- 
cerned, in spite of equalization: e.g., 
Merthyr Tydfil rates tn 1951-52 were 
at 24s 6d., 4s Sd above the national 
average for county boroughs. 


A provision in the Public Works 
Loan Bill will have, if applied, a cur- 
tailing effect on all housing authorities. 
They be required to borrow 
money from the Stock Exchange. The 
increase in the interest rate on loans 
to local authorities above 3 per cent 
caused a rise in net rents of 5s to 10s, 
according to the size of a house; 
borrowing on the Stock Exchange at 
an even higher rate could force the 
authorities to reduce their capital ex- 
penditure, thus adversely affecting 
their housing programmes 

One of the effects which will result 
trom the abolition of the development 
charge is that owners of land may get 
higher prices from private developers 
than local authorities unless the latter 
make free use of their powers to buy 
land tor resale to private builders 
Ihe absence of the charge will not 
necessarily lower the cost of buying 
private land; it may just transfer to 
the seller of the land the Central Land 
Board’s share of what the more affluent 
possessors of building licences are now 
prepared to pay 

All the measures described seem to 
confirm the impression that the 
Government intend to guide an in- 
creasing percentage of house building 
into private channels. This trend will 
have the benefit of tapping so far not 
fully utilized sources of capital, but 
whether it will provide dwellings for 
people with modest means is not yet 
certain. During the mid-Thirties this 


condition was practically achieved 
through a combination of (a) subsidies; 
(b) a lowered rate of interest; and (c 
low building costs. Identical conditions 
for (b) and (c) are non-existent now, 
although it should be noted that build- 
ing costs have at least steadied because 
of the drastic drop in raw material 
prices. (According to Reuter’s index, 
wholesale prices have dropped from a 
peak of 630 in February, 1951, to 523 
in October, 1952 

The rate of completion for new 
houses now runs at such a satisfactory 
rate that at least 230,000 houses should 
be completed in 1952. By the end of 
June the number of houses under con- 
struction was 251,705, 26,000 higher 
than in December, 1951. This indi- 
cates that output is likely to increase 
even further in 1953 until limits set by 
the size and productivity of the present 
house-building labour force are 
reached. Its size can hardly be ex- 
panded much further. Building for 
defence continues to require a sub- 
stantial part of the industry’s labour 
and some transfer from other sectors 
has already taken place, e.g., from 
school building. Miss Horsbrugh has 
stated that building work started on 
128 new schools between January 1 
and July 31, 1952. For 1950 and 1951 
the comparable figures were 164 and 
424. The consequences will be serious 
The largest group of infants, not far 
off one million is entering school 
during 1952-53 According to. the 
Minister there were, as far back as 
January, 1952, 39,026 classes with more 
than 40 pupils and 1,240 with more 
than 50 pupils 

As transfer of labour from other 
sectors of the industry seems unlikely, 
only higher productivity will ensure 
the further expansion of housing out- 
put This, and also a reduction in 
costs, cannot be achieved until a far 
greater measure of mechanization is 
idopted 

Not only the quest for more housing 
but also the problem of location is 
worrying a number of authorities 
Land available for housing is becoming 
exhausted and slum-clearance alone is 
costly and little reduces the waiting 
lists, e.g., the L.C.C. are now search- 
ing bevond the home counties for 
housing sites. Sheffield, with a total 
requirement of 42,000 houses and all 


food production resulting from m 

storey buildir Also, the value of 

individual gardens to the natio food 

supplies is ovefrated Many people 
or 


have neither the ume 


f 


ination 


to grow food and e those who 
achieve optimum production incur 
waste because the range 1 


produce remains limited. The g 
city just is not the medium for getting 


maximum output from every remain 
ing acre of agricultural land, the real 
value of which is likely to rise steey 
during the next 10 years. Be it not 
torgotten, the population of the world 
1S Increasing by one per cent every year 

The lessons of the inter-war period 
ipplied to the present situation. may 
be summed up as follows 

1) A policy with emphasis on houses 
to let, particularly if built by local 
authorities, will satusfy wage earners 
ind low-salaried employees, i.e., the 
great majority of housing applicants 
It will also ensure mobility of 
and facilitate the equitable distribution 


y labour 
of dwellings according to the size of 
families 


2) A policy based more on the sale 


of houses will have the opposite effect, 
unless special safeguards are taken. It 
will also tend to shift demand to the 
south of Britain where wealth is more 
concentrated 


3) A successful housing policy must 
be based on long-term programmes 
unaffected by changes of 


Or rash Measures ol 


sulting from a trade recession 
4) The lowest paid among wage 
earners and parents with many small 


children 


assistance to 


In this conne 


the level of re 


requl 
6) The further sprawl of low- 
density housing should be curtailed 


38.4 per cent 
e one or 


they and quite 


According 
of all households 


persons only. At leas 


likely many of the three-person house- 
housed in flats 


holds can be adequatel 


—= 
= 
j 
d pecial financial 
mu afford adequate housing 
7 ction the relation between af 
and the cost of food 
: Le., an adequate diet) must be con- ; 
e stantly considered. The recent cut in 
: tood subsidies which has now put up : 
the retail price index by several points } 
‘ is unlikely to strengthen the case for 
higher rents 
5) To be equitable, methods of 
differential rent assessment should be 
‘ worked out on a national scale; s« 
should be the number of dwellings of 
a Various sizes required to ensure a 
balanced housing programm rhe 
3 


THE ARCHITECT and Building N December 2 952 17 


leit hand...right hand 


Surrey switch socket outlets can be made an attractive, highly eilicient Surrey switch, 
right handed or left handed at will and the with a Clix shuttered socket outlet, these units 
plug is positioned so that the flexible cord are ideal for mounting on narrow skirtings, 
cannot be jammed against the floor even with Full details and prices are contained in our 
the unit mounted at floor level. Combining catalogue — may we send you a copy ? 


{4s with all Clix products, Surrey switches are now marketed by 


Ediswan, thus providing a complete Ediswan electrical service 


ISWAN 


EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC COMPANY LIMITED 
155 Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2 and branches 
Men ne AED. Campa Fa 


| 
| ADAPTABLE REVERSIBLE 
| 
X 


Original patentees of Bituminous built-up-roofs 


TRIDENT WORKS-WIGAN 


GLASGOW: LONDON: 
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THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF 


Cast iron 
Soils Rainwater 
Pipes & Gutters 


Over 100,000 
Castings in Stock 


We can supply all types of 
Cast Iron Sanitary goods 
Our technical staff will be 
pleased to advise on any 
sanitary, sewage or 


drainage problem. 


10,000 DRAIN 
| 2,000 RAINWATER pipes AND FITTINGS 85 000 L.C.C. PIPES 
PIPES AND FITTINGS | (incl. Watermain) AND FITTINGS 


Send for our new illustrated 
catalogue and make it your standby 


DRAINAGE AND SANITARY ENGINEERS 
MANUFACTURERS OF DRAIN TESTING 
APPLIANCES 


6-8 STAMFORD STREET. LONDON, S.E.1 


Telephone: WATerloo 52¢ Telegr n ‘Sed 


ALSO COPPER & MALLEABLE FITTINGS, TUBES, Etc. 


BURN BROS. (LONDON) LTD. 
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a XMAS 


2 3 5 
4 
DOWN 
ly 10 1 | 1. Underneath the arches (6). 
2. A college window (5). 
} A 
3. A clue for example (2). 
| j 5. Scouts or Architects ? (2 
7 6. Often composite (5). 
8 9 + : 20 7 couldn't see through this 
} hy 8. Useful projections (12). 
i 13. Architects in song may put it on 
i 14. Would the Egyptians do this to 
123 mummy ? (6) 
Le 16. A room with a view (6). 
28 | 29 30 ] 17. A fishwife may be a this in a 
this (6). 
tity, } 23. Bricks in store (6). 
; 4 H 26. Le Corbusier finds these in- 
BI 32 33 dispensible (6). ; 
H j ing | 28. A headless tablet is confused (5). 
85 30. Five and fifty surrounded by 
j | nothing (5). 
36 87 
| f 34. Presumably the editors do not 


make errors (2). 


rT TT Tr 35. Marks the spot (2). 


ACROSS ANSWERS TO THE 
“ cro 
| An Architectural tale (6) 22. C.1-A.M. loses a thousand, and is APPEAR IN. THE NEXT 
4. This clue may floor you— (6 re-organised (3). ISSUE OF THE ‘ASBN’ 


23. Where is the Architect ? (2). 
24. But insulation is the thing (3). 


9. —But this one will fox you (4) 
10. Sounds like the beginning of 8 


down (3). 25. Initially the editor of detail 
11. Found in 13 down (4). sheets (2 
12. It is in letter form (5). 27. Gee ! so they are arches (5). 
15. A floating board (5 29. The road to the building centre (5). 
18. Back in 19 across (2) 31. Can you beat it ? (4). A ‘ 
19. Wet or Dry (3). 32. Plays and the L.C.C. have this in i) 
20. Do not try to get the point of common (3 
this load (2 33. When is a jar not a jar ? (4). 
21. A light floor, but not for burn- 36. Ancient beam and post (6) Uy 


ing (3). 37. Established principles (6). 


‘| *| | [2 
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STMAS RECIPES EN W : 
MOCK TURKEY THE STRING OF THE STAIRS METHIN 
TO DO WITH ROPE ADDERS 
NGREDIENTS 
PIECE RE YT H 
ONE BOILING FOWL .AND THIS WEEKS 
RATIONS 
METHOD 
THE ROMANS USED THERM4 FOR MEASURING 
NFLATE THE FOWL BOIL THE WEEKS TEMPERATURE 
RATIONS & USE AS STUFFING PUT A SQUARE 
ROOT IN A ROUNO HOLE ACCORDING 
TO R'S METHOD® UNT HAS A THE JRINTHIAN CAPITA SE T BE TH 
SOLDEN MIEN CARVE LE OF 60° HIEF TOWN IN GREECE 
ANO ENOUGH iS AS G«( FEAST 
* CORRU Orn H F T 
A CORRUPTION AH BIS VAULTING’ MEANS MPIN VER A GATE 
PLUM OUFF 
A TRAMME S A SINGLE ECK TRAM 
A&A 3.2 | AGGREGATE SH BE USED PLACE 
N A ROTARY MIKER & MIX FOR TWO HOURS A SLEEPER WA A BENCH RAMEF 
TIP INTO A PNEUMATIC TYREO BASIN AND 
COOK UNTIL THE PUDDING IS DUN BROWN 
SERVE WITH RELISH THE PUDDING MAY BE RUBBLE iS A RGWO F SORDERLY PEOPLE 
T IF DESIRED N WHICH ASE THE CINDERS 
TASTE DEL S 
A WAL ATE iSi A E F E RATIVE 
HINA 
ELEPHANTS BREATH WITH 
| JAUNDICE’ SPOTS WA PAPEF 
2 2 Ss R GRAPE E N 
3. ‘SUNBURST REO’ LAMP SHADE 
4 STEWED PRUNE STEMPER 
3 ICOM’ C R 
FLY WN HA 
‘ ARCHITRAVE 
ARPET ALTERNATING STRIPE 
OF SQUASHE TOMAT 
4 STRONG SEAWEED >C 
EYE’ & BINAT N RE 
ANNE SAUERKRAUT CHAIR 
FABR 
9 AODLE EGG’ RUG 
BEOSPREAC RUSHED ME N 
| | 5 ARMY SOCK 
\ | PACIF PLANKTON’ LIN 
| | 
6 
| 
} | oe N THIS SPACE 
+ | 19 
L } ‘2 14 AND THEN THROWN AWAY 
4 
8 
)UR SCHEME FOR A BED-SITTING ROOM x 
WITH CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE BECCMING WIDELY ACCEPTEC TIS FELT THAT THE TIME HAS ME TO 
STANDARDIZE THE RANGE OF COLOURS AVAILABLE TO ARCHITECTS 
THE DETAIL SHEET STAFF HAVE, THEREFORE, COMPILEO A LIST IF COL RS WH HH OAR EN SE BY 
STUDENTS, AND WHICH WE THINK WILL BE OF IMMENSE VALUE T ARCHITECT Wive AN AINT 
MANUFACTURERS EACH OLOUR IS PRECEDED BY THE LETTERS A&SBN 
QUERIES REGARDING THE CHRISTMAS DETAIL SHEET SHOULD BE SENT T THE 
EDITOR, ON A POSTCARD, ENCLOSING A MAIN-WEARING GROMMET & COPPLE -SHAF 
SINDER THEY SHOULD REACH HIM NOT LATER THAN THE TIME ALLOWS 


~ 


CE SHOULD 


THIS GAME 1$ FOR ANY NUMBER OF PLAYERS NE 
SHOULD BE USED ONE COUNTER OR BUTTON FOR EACH PLAYER ‘ 
TO START THE GAME A SIX MUST BE THROWN BY EACH PLAYER BUT 
THIS 1S NOT COUNTED IN THE SCORING THE DICE IS THEN THROWN e 
NORMALLY AND COUNTERS ARE MOVED FORWARD ACCORDING TO THE 
MBER THROWN NO EXTRA TURNS ARE ALLOWED FOR THROWING e 
A SIX 
j 
e 
NTERS MAY BE CUT OUT & GLUED TO CAROBOAR 
56 57 58 59 60 £2 
A 
| 
if FINISH 
NOT GO ~ 
ANYWHERE GO TO 2 
55 54 52 5 50 49 48 
a 
|GO TO NO. 57 GO TO NO 50 NO. 53 
| 40 4 42 43 a 44 r wart 45 46 47 
| 
J 
} 
Wii 
\ \ 
| 1 GO TO NO. 45 GO TO NO 39 GO TO NO 43 
+ 
39 38 37 35 33 32 
| iy 
4 
5 
v4 
GO TO NO. 36 GO-TO NO. 33 GO TO NO 36 
24 25 26 - 27 2e 29 30) sive 31 
, “oe 
t4 
GO TO NO 18 GOTO NO. 26 GO TO NO 29 GO TO NO. 26 
a. 
| apoe 
{ \ 
cn A ne 
GO TO NO 23 GO TO NO.19 
8 9 accests1O mis 12 13 The is 
3 
row? accepts “ 
GO TO NO. 4 GOTONO12 Go TY No 4 GO TO NO 1s 
5 3 2 ' START 
) 
if 
GO TO NO 7 GO TO NO. 4 
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!. in what country would 
you say these buildings are, 
and what is their use? 


2. This building is near the 
Albert Memorial, London 
Can you say what it is and 
who was the architect? 


Wt said You 
don't have to be 
nuts just because 


you're modern.”’ 


2 What architects take part in the B.B.C 
programme ? 
3 What is the dimension of the module re 


mended by the R.I.B.A. Committee 
4. Define ‘* The People’s House 
5 W’hat 


money or area 


limits the 
? 


building of a private house, 
6. Are byelaws mandatory ’? 

7. What would a ** Wineglass ©’ mark cut on stone in 
a quarry have signified ? 


8 What are or were: (a) A Pend (b) A Lucam 
(c} A Gong.” 

9. Can you give the names of four members of the 
panel of consultant architects for the U.N.O 
Building, Manhattan ? 

10. Of what cultural body concerned with the design 
of Architecture is Mr. John Betjeman a member? 

| Of what stone is the new Coventry Cathedral to 
be constructed ? 

12 Which of the following have received the R.1.B.A 
Royal Gold Medal for Architecture 
Walter Gropius ; Sir John Burnet ; Maxwell Fry ; 
Sir Ninian Comper; Le Corbusier ; Sir Owen 


Williams 

13. What is the difference between a customer and a 
chent 

14. What is the height of the High Paddington pro- 


) 


ject 
15 What is Vacuum Concrete ? 


OFFICIALESE 
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I 
d 
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O 
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PLAIN ENGLISH 


ail appr imate translation 6b Su In nest Go 
Ord 
I UK. 7 
if m 1 
hird l Exce] \ 
iter t 
ne Sup} ! 
Ord n I 10 g 
t urrent mont x 
But this wi t enu iS: 
\ 1c I 
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16. Where is the Architects’ Annual Conference 
being held 953 ? 

17. How much per place is allowed by the M. of E. for 
(a) Primary Sct 1S D) S€ ndary Schools ? 

18. What is the name of the ) President of the 


American Institute of Architect: 
of the Institute 


Minister f Materials ? 


19 Who is the architect for the new Abbey Theatre 
Dub ? 
20. One large and important city in the U.K 
refused to-appoint a City Architect WV t 
The swers W be k 
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3 
COMBINATION GRATE 


and economical fire 

heat for a large oven, | 
mg hotplate with ex- 
hob; het closet. Ample 
pstic Mot water and cor 
@ room warmth. Over 
t Durning 


BOILERS B33 and B22 
Waterway enc es fire and 
gives high Output per square 
fo0t of heating surface. Bright 
finish, minimum cleaning 
B33 has stee! water jacket 
B.22 cast-iror 


MILFORD oven-over 
Fire COMBINATION GRATE 
At last, the perfect ove ver- 
fire grate. For ace heating 
water heating king 
withst eve t. B 
Space 
ciea 4 
CROMFORD COOKER 
The perfect all-purpose stove 
Cooking, Wate eating 
Space heat 2 T ~ 
an eg 


EACH MODEL APPROVE 
MINISTRY OF FUEL 


GLOW-WORM BOILERS LTD: DERWENT FOUR Rie 
how 22-24 Buclusghan 
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THE TRIPLE SERVICE FOR 
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RENown 1321 


NEUCHATEL 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE CO. LTD. 
58, Victoria Street, London, S.W.|! 


Telephone : 


BRANCHES : 


Glasgow Edinburgh Newcastle Manchester Frome 
Birmingham Cardiff Plymouth Portsmouth Belfast 
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Technical Information 


‘ly been shown a copy of hich hav used the many failures L.M.B.A., it should leave B.R.S. more 
of the L.M.B.A. tech Considerable skill in selecting and mix- ume to cope with those problems which 
Ca ther with real are new or require very specialized 
is pleasantly produced, although I feel knowledge ire imperative. It knowledge to handle. A flow back of 
that fuller information might have s good d nis drawn tothe problems and experience in practice to 
been given if advantage had been taken effect of this type of material in close — B.R.S., either direct or through properly 
nk pages at the end ontact with steel work, conduits and organized information centres, is of just 
> is devoted to t services, and continues by recommend- as much importance as the outward 
1 thickness of flow of information resulting from the 
n coating as normal research work of the Station. I 
questions to a builder’s technical tection have the greatest admiration for the 
yureau The Bullet he referenc he use of cement- work of the B.R-S. and only wish that 
tresses that th rvice is designed t itumen emul 1 mixes for repair of certain other research stations would 
mation on specific problem worn and defective wood block floors put out as efficient guidance on subjects 
nts out that the advice given in ir nteresul b it would have which become the day-to-day problems 
n if guidance _ of those of us who actually build 
1 giv regard to mix pro- We have only limited time available 
n vie thi 1 port it \ bitumen emul- tor reading and keeping ourselves in- 
¢ nclined to wonder whether i whi i be used for the pur formed of developments, thus deep or 
ere } ivant in relating the infor | ¢ i m v ive il ivailable long-winded scientific reports are apt 
l I ns o! nd them are suitable — to cut little ice as we are unable to spare 
d not be greater his purty the time to digest their contents. We 
yients if the infor \ithoug Bulletin is devoted t must have our information in a short 
and simple form from which it is easy 
to assimilate the essentials; they need 
to be written in language which we and 
erence 1 yn the those who build for us understand. I 
it giv , ib-f rs al n the kev to suc- gather B.R.S. employs architects on its 
ct litabl i in the list of staff but, alas, I doubt that this is suffi- 
nd merels , made of the ciently general in some of the other sta- 
5. which tions whose work bears on_ the 
tion for building industry. It is, in my opinion, 
Bulleti Would discuss su laving J these architects who should be given 
<1 ting the B.R.S e id iting a technical in- the task of translating into our language 
er , use of mem- the excellent work of the scientists, in . 
ind I cluding those architects who by long 
es in associauion with a research station think 
have and write as scientists. Even B.R.S 
readv received publications tend to be too scientific in 
ted floor ‘ i elpful replies to their approach to make their full im- 
; I doubt. pression on many of my colleagues 
tt I fear there are 
somewhat un- 
oO P snd. t B worthwhil willing readers of guidance as to how 4 
nforming to build proper! I wonder whether 
is architects and builders we spend as 
time and money as we ought on 
ative publications. Enquiries I 
r I from tim 
, BRS. Dis we do as much as we should and I 


journa think we tend to forget that it 1s our 


nformation service bulletins. It ng of materials, 


ubdject of Noor finishes, whicn Is one ing ne use ¢ 


rl t constant su 


! i 
ns to a build 


dutv to our clients to be technically up 


B t to date on constructic 


t I material matters as well as in_ the 
wl 


fashions of planning and design. We * 


sl BRS DUTCH UNCLE 
BRS they may be M.O.W. LECTURES 


JANUARY 


CTIC! IN PLUMBING 
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J Is desu a tin who 
: . f set out to help us in this direction 
I that should aid us all they can by producing 
tunate that eve! 1¢ basic sources the correct knowledge u rt and 

inderstandahle forn noscihi 
1 TOS 1S pm 
{ roblem Speiker:' F. N. § Senior Sanituy En 
} } Jar na } tr tt ege of 
i if PECHNIQUES CES’ FOR IM 
\ n it nt t tl cal wil Il PROVING BRICK YING rPput 
> Stat t the East Hin ge, De 
t t t ( t to cne \ I I tn partr tof B ding 4 | E¢ 


SERVICES 
ELECTRIC WIRING & ACCESSORIE 
BS 13 


SERVICES 
ELECTRIC WIRING & ACCESSORIE 
BS 14 


fuseboard arranged f 
Rating 
twelve 
Cartridge 
fication of rupturing capacity 
are incorporated 
The 


lable are 


cover is « 


link cartridges thus making f 


SERVICES 
ELECTRIC WIRING & ACCESSORIES 
BS 15 


The second new item ferred to E 
is a combinatio 
whose principal inte 


engineers 
up to and 


and 


including 


others 


volts. 

Incidentally several British Standard 
are being shown at the exhibitions of the ew 
unit 

These fus witch contactors are two sizes 
one for motors up to t and the fo 
motors fr 7: hop Each 
fully clad Tt re 
shows a range of me F 
nterior of one 


SERVICES 
ELECTRIC WIRING & ACCESSORIES 
BS 16 


An open view of one > a F 
Switch Contactor The fuse links are 
cartridge type with fully a 

The conta t t 
magnetic overload coils w 
lags and local stop sta butt 
hinge ver as show 


MOSAICS 


The names and addresses of - 


facturers of any item illustrated 
MOSAICS, together with more 
detailed information relating to 
their products—including pri 


and availability—w 
to readers on request 
Letters shou q the serial 
number and 


ssed to 


The Edit 
Dorset H 
Street. S.E 
Please mark the envelope MOSA/CS 


When 
extension pl ate 1s 


burning 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, M.P., Minis- 
ter of Housing and L« 1e1 
is to be the guest of honour of the 
L.M.B.A. at a luncheon in the Hyde 
Park Hotel, on January 20, 1953, u 
day of the L.M.B.A. annual meeting 
he President, Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish, will preside 


nent 


| Govert 


What is 
National 


the 


solely to 


believed to be 
Exhibition devoted 


nrst 


the British Glass Industry, and of in 
terest 
trial 


ill users of glass in its indus- 
domestic forms, will take place 
w Horticultural Hall, West- 
n, S.W.1,on Mav 11-16, 


the ished products 

exhibition will include 

raw t ind 

gl ind 

other processes involve Indus- 
B. & C. D. Trad 

Exfoliated vermiculite for home and 


ecially graded 


is now being 


insulauion, 
i for ready use, 
under the 
Exfoliators 
Broadwater Road, 
Herts, producers of 
wr the building t 
horticultural ver 


industrial 
nd packed fo 
marketed 
Micafil” by 
Ltd., 
den (¢ 


bora 


trade 


Itv, 


vermiculite 
ind Veri-gr¢ 


lite 


& 
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IHlustrations BS 3 to 16 4 ve 
& new developments which are to be show a 
serve of exhidit large 3 4 
& BS 14 
a The Sanetiarn 4 appeal to all who are = 
bs terested in the electrifica f put b ding = 
and others where clean design and appearance = 
are of almost equa f “ eff y = 
The exhibit w t held slasgow = 
Sheffield and Manchester. The Glasgow exhit 
will be at the Centra on January 14 
and 15 1953 
Details of the other exhibit ay b ha = ' 
Interior views of the Superfor useboard = AMENDMENT T 4 VEM 
(for exterior see BS 13 = 
Tt t \ hly designed metal-cla = A false impression may have been 
or flush = 
0 = given in our reference to the Loray 
4 60 amp = \ t 
= fire, illustrated in Mosaics of Novem 
; ees = It is not necessary to fit the extension 
= “3 = late for overnight burning when the 
Be ss a with self locking and finger pressure opening = re is fitted in a brick back without a 
: A cylinder tock and key canbe provided boiler The fire is continuous burning 
} 2 The shelves inside the door carry space fuse = wit it tt xtension plate 
asy and quick = yoiler j tred the 
replacement of fuse = k boiler fitted the 
= required for over 
= nght 
= 
= 
= 
} = minster, 
= 
= 
TET : 
= 
= 
= 
= 
4! 
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December 


Note below give bas ata of 
tracts ope under locality 
uth ty w re bold type 
Reference te (a) type of 
work (b) ress for p 
Wr r € 
| 
AND 


LUMSDEN 


LIMITED 
Contractors and 
Joinery Specialists 


41 EAGLE STREET, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


EX 
ALTRINDA 
DAMPCOURSE 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 


LONDON E14 EASt 1441 


PLIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 


J.W.GRAY & SON LTD. 
13, CASTLE ST., SALISBURY 
Telephone : SALISBURY 2750 


Wig: 


BOSTWICK 
METALWORK 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION & 
OUTSTANDING EXCELLENCE 


BOSTWICK SATE_& Co. Ltd 


Original Patente f the Collapsible Gate 
HYTHE ROAD, WILLESDEN, N.W.10 
Tele ne LADbroke 366 


* Air Compressors 


and 


Pneumatic Tools 


for 


Sale or Hire 


THOS W. WARD LTD. 
ALBION WORKS SHEFFIELD 


Phone : 2631! (2 es Srams Forward 


CONTRACT 
e NEWS e 


OPEN 


BUILDING 

BACUP B.¢ Erection of up to 50 
yu B gh Engineer, Municipal 

Offices, S viee Hall c) 2gns e 

Ju 

BATH C.€ i) Temporary at 

Monks P House, Corsham, b 

Robert Tow id, 7, Bridge c 
2g } pavable to ( d 

De 


et Br 
») 4 ( K 
Road, B I 
e) J 4 
BRIERFIELD U.C. 29 
Coronat Road, Parson Clough 
( Survevor, Town Hall 
Jan. 7 
CLACTON U.C 1 pair of bungalows, 
R 1, Clacton-on-Sea. (b) En 
» veyor Towr Hall 
] 
CUMBERLAND C.C. (a) Nurse’s } 
Burg Sands, near Carlisle. (b) Count 
] I Sq Ca 
J 31 


EIRE—DUBLIN 1) New Dominican 
Co 100 tor l 


girls and 

D for the 
M i Me 
Le ad W 32, Nassau Stree 
D ] 16 
ELLESMERE PORT U.C. (a) 
N 14 x , Stat Road, Ince 
I I ind Survevor, Queen 
S c Jan. § 


ELLESMERE PORT U.C. $a) Provisio 


ELSTREE R.¢ Civil Defence head 


quarter Bore n Wood. (b) Engineer 

nd Survey Council Office Shenley 

Road, B m Wood, Herts c) 2gns 

e) Ja l 

EPPING UC 1) 37 » Be acor fie ‘Id 

I Cour Clerk, Council 

Off 41, High Street c) 2gr id 
Ja I 7 

ESSEX C.€ 1) Alterations and additions 

at | sed hostel for elderly persons at 

B O Hill, Woodford Green 

I yntra £20,000 b 

( Ar ( Hal , Chelms- 

a d) Jan. 3 

a) Kit zg 

tanda s at 

Prin Sc l W. died 

ra 10.800 b 

County A ect, County Hall, Chelms 


address it is the same as the locality 
given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
last date for application, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked y& are 
given in the advertisement section 


PUDLO 


BRAND 


CEMENT WATERPROOFING POWDER 


USED IN PORTLAND CEMENT 
CONCRETE AND RENDERINGS 
TO EXCLUDE OR RETAIN WATER 
WRITE FOR DIRECTIONS BOOK 
To - 
KERNER-GREENWOOD & CO., LTD. 
KING'S LYNN 


Sole Proprietors and Manufacturers 


FOR OFFICE, LIBRARY AND 
BOARD ROOM FURNITURE 


§. MARGOLIS & SONS 


63-65 NEW OXFORD 8T., LONDON, W.C.1 
Phones: Temple Bar 7364-9513 


FIRE! 


MY LIFE LOST BUT FOR 


NU-SWIFT! 


“A match struck...an explosion 
petrol-sprayed | became a living torch 
but my 13-year old Nu-Swift Extin- 
guisher saved me from agonizing death."’ 
Everyone has too many fire risks. 
What would you have done ? 

NU-SWIFT LTO. + ELLAND + YORKS 
In Every Ship of the Royal Navy 


CAN BE MADE 
BONE DRY 


DAMP WALLS 


WITH ONLY 


ONE COAT OF 


WATERPROOFING LIQUID 


Absolutely Colourless, Penetrex does 
its job thoroughly, o urfaces, Out- 
side or Inside. One g vers 30 Square 

Yards. Sold by Bu rchonts in al! sizes from 
Quart tins to 10 G Send for price and 
name of nearest stockists tc 


F. A. WINTERBURN LTD. 
(incorporating Lithex Products) 
HOLBORN STREET, LEEDS, 6. Tel.: 25692 


| 
LONDON; GRoYDON BLANDFORD RC. (a) 24 dwellings, 
CHAncery 74 i Al Discombe 1264 taying K. IF water tin, 15) 
nd 
ind erect SO prefabricated lock-up 
garages On various estates b) Engineer 
c) lg e) Jar \ , 
| 


FELLING U.C. (a) 76 houses, near 
Fisherwell Road, Pelaw. (b) Chief Hous- 
ing Officer, Council Buildings, Felling, 
Gateshead, 10. (c) 2gns. (e) Jan. 7 


GREAT YARMOUTH B.C. (a) 8& flats 
and maisonettes, Middlegate Street Clear- 
ance Area. (b) Borough Engineer, Town 
Hall. (e) Jan. 12. 
KENILWORTH U.C. (a) 30 lock-up 
garages, Bulkington Estate. (b) Council's 
Surveyor, Council House. (e) Jan. 6 
KINGSBRIDGE R.C. (a) 4 pairs of 
houses at Stoke Fleming b) Council's 
Architect, Manor House. (c) 2gns cheque 
payable to Council. (d) Dec. 29 
LEEDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL 
BOARD. (a) Erection of 2 nurses’ hostels 
at the Sutton Branch of the Hull Foyal 


Infirmary, Sutton-on-Hull b) Board's 
Architect, Park Parade, Harrogate c 
2gns d) Dec. 31 e) Jan. 19 


LONDON—HAMPSTEAD B.C. a) I8 
flats, S lock-up shops and 17 garages at 
Dennington Park Road and West End 
Lane, N.W.6 b) Town Clerk, Town 
Hall, Haverstock Hill, N.W.3, with state 
ment of work already carried out d 
Jan 

MONTGOMERY CC. a) Alterations 
and additions to the Homes for the Aged, 
Plas-Cae-Crwn, Newtown b) Chief 
Velfare Othcer, Welfare Department. 
County Offices, Welshpool, Mont 

2gns e) Jan. 12. 

N. IRELAND—DOWN COUNTY E.C. 
a) Extension to Dundonald Primary 
School, Dundonald, Belfast b) Messrs 
Ogilby and McCutcheon, 5, Lombard 
Street, Belfast. (c) Sgns. (e) Jan. 8 
N. IRELAND—HILLSBOROUGH R.C. 
a) 38 houses and ancillary works at 
Blaris, Hillsborough, Co. Down. (b) Mr 
W. B. Maxwell, 5, University Terrace, 
Belfast. (c) Sgns e) Jan. 13 
SALTBURN AND MARSKE-BY-THE- 
SEA U.C. (a) (Contract A) 6 houses and 
outbuildings, (Contract B) 6 houses and 
outbuildings and (Contract C) 6 houses 
and outbuildings on the “ Parkway,” 


Marske Road housing scheme b) En- 
gineer and Surveyor, Council Offices, 
Saltburn-by-the-Sea 2gns 
Jan. 12. 


SALOP C.C. (a) Secondary school at 
Wrockwardine Wood, near Wellington 
b) County Architect, Column House, 
London Road, Shrewsbury; with details 
of skilled labour and plant, contracts 
carried out and names of architects con- 
cerned. (d) Dec. 31 

ST. ALBANS C.C. (a) (1) block of 6 
shops with 12 flats above and block of 
10 shops with 20 flats above at the St 
Juhans and New Greens sites; (2) con 
strucuon of approx. 1,150 lin vd_ of 
sewers, 1,150 sq yd of macadam roadway 
and 3,200 sq vd of reinforced concrete 
roadways, etc., for Valley Road improve 


ment and industrial site b) Catv En 
gineer, 16, St. Peter's Street c) 2gns 
ce) Jan. 13 

SEATON U.C. (a) (1) 16 houses, 6 flats, 
1 shop with maisonette above; (2) 23 
houses at Ehzabeth Road b) Antony 


Lamb, 2, Prospect Place, Ottery St. Mary, 
Devon. (c) 3gns pavable to Council. e 
Jan. 28 
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HIGH QUALITY 
WHITE FACING 
BRICKS 


(S.P.W. BRAND) 


As supplied to the WAR OFFICE, H.M. 
MINISTRY of WORKS, AIR MINISTRY, 
Etc. 


Sample and Brochure 
sent on request 


M. MSCARTHY 


& SONS, LTD. 


BULWELL - NOTTINGHAM 


London's Finest newasecondhand Value 
ARCHITECTS PLAN CHESTS 


Filing Cabinets 
Safes Chairs ett 


NEW FLOORS for OLD 


Floors of all Types 
Repaired and Renewed 
FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd | 


36 LAURISTON RD., E.9. Phone: AMH 5471-2 | 
Sandpapering machines for hire | 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
FELT ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS 


LONDON E14 FR EASt 1441 


TheWARRY TROJAN’ MOBILE HOIST 
10 CWT. CAPACITY 
22 ft. Column—Extensible to 80 ft. 


Price £295 ex works 
THE WARRY PATENT BUILDING EQUIPMENT 


FAGGS ROAD, FELTHAM, Co., Ltd 
Fhone ror 8 


eIMASTER 
sKias 
OFFIC 


Fully mobile units, yet 
needing only one quick 
loading trailer for a 
fleet of Skimasters 
Prices from €165. 
FOR 
ILLUSTRATED LISTS 


STEPHENSON 


DEVE ELOPMENTS 


Works, L S.W.1 
and Ludgate Gardens, London, E.C.4 


and Building Net December 25, 1952 


WALTHAM HOLY cRoss U.C. 


37 houses, Pater {ill Estate, Ur 


shire, Waltham bev Counc 
Surveyor, Town Hall, Walthan Ab! 
c) £2 e) Feb. 16 


WOKING U.C. a) Erection of Superin 


tendent’s house at Goldsworth Road 


Depot. (b) Engineer and Surveyor, Cou 
cil Offices c) 2gns e) Jan. 12 


PLACED 


Notes on contracts placed state locality and 


authority in Dold type wi (/) type of work, 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor and address, 
(4) amount of tender or estima + denotes 
that work may not ding fina 
acceptance, or obt f tlcence 


modification of tenders, 


BUILDING 


PETERLEE DEVELOPMENT COR- 


PORATION 1) 160 houses 3G.M 


Pearson and Son, Ltd, 84, Woodland 
Road, Darlingtor 1) 72 houses 3 
Lane, Fox and (¢ Ltd, Norton, Stock 
ton 


WALSALL B.C 1) 112 house 
Gipsy Lane Estate 3 Su A. McAly 
and Sons, Ltd., Waterloo Road, W« 
hampton. (4) £152.91¢ 


CARDIFF CIT? cot NCIL 1) Pet 


Loe primary ool Fairwater 


I Nicholls Ltd., Cathedral Road 
Cardiff 10,00) 
LEWES B.C. 1) 40 house 
Lane Estate 3 R I 
Works, Ltd Ringr 4 
£56,323 


KINGSTON- ON- THAMES B.C. (1) 4 
houses Chessington Hall Estate 3 
Orc hard and Pees London), Ltd., Stanor 
Approach, Wandsworth Common, S.W.12 


4) £6l 797 


WORCESTER CITY COL NCIL. l 


First part of primary school 2) Dine 
Green 3) Dolton Bro Ltd., , New 
town Road, Wor 4 293 898 


MIDDLESEX 1) Infants’ school 

Stanwell, Staine 3) G. Moss 
Sons, Litd., Lady Mar garet 
4) £66,350 


MARKET DRAY TON DC. 1) 3 


houses 2) Longslow Road 3 


Harvey, Ltd., Smithfield Road, Market 


Drayton 4, £ 49,141 


STEPNEY B.C l 


welfare centre, and library 


Place 3) F. Goff and Son, 
Att herstone Road, Londor E.7 
£11,7 


S.E. ME rROPOL ITAN REGIONAL 
HOSPITAL BOARD. 1) Boilerhouse 
etc 2) Park Hoss ital, Hither Greer 
S.E.13 3) N. Wr td 
Portland Road, N 


ADMIRALTY 1) Construction of ba 
rack block 2) Deal 3) R. Corben anc 
Son, Ltd., West Boro 


GRIMSBY TC. 1) Secondary 


2) Chelmsford Avenue 3) Pt 

Son, Brigg, Lincs 

HEREFORD B.C 1 redary school 
2) Whitecross 3) Wn om ur nd Co 
Hereford), Ltd., Bath Stree Her i 


Road. Sout hall. 


. = 
{ 
| | 
| 
Se 
| 
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[ASPHALT 


WORK 


To ALL BSS 


COVERITE 
ASPHALTERS) LTD 


ind Building 


STATE HOUSING 
2) Victoria 
d Blair, Ltd., 1, 


Gsuer 


GUERNSEY (CI 
AUTHORITY 


LrambDie 


36 flats 


Court Row, St. Pete 


nsey 


DARLINGTON B.C. (1) Primary 
2) Hut Ave 3 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
COPPERTRINDA 


The Best Dampcourse yet produced 


Street gtor 
DALACE GATES STN, N22 Bowe: Pork 17 LONDON E14 EASt 1441 
BUXTON B.C 1) 48 houses 2) Vic 
toria Park 3) H. Jones, 22, Hulme Road, fi = : = - 
NTER, FINAL AND Heat Chaps 4) £66.10 | 
RIBA SPECIAL FINAL CLOCKS 
Po ; y subjects ding COLWYN BAY B.C 1) 34 r 2 |FOR COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS | 
De Glyn Estate. (3) G. C. Jones, Gwyndy to 
| THE ELLIS SCHOOL | aa | WILD'S ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING CO. | 
103, OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, S.W.7 BRADFORD 1) Extensions at Brad 10, LONDON, 
89 t W te ford Cathedra 3) Michael Booth and Tele: TEMple Bor 4522 Est r 30 years. | 


Pr KEN. 44 


MODELS BY Est. 1883 


Lid., Ack Road, Bradford 4 


DOVER B.¢ 


Roofing, Flooring and 


Road, Ramsgate. (4) £48,195 Dampcourse Specialists 
onn oO. 2 
EVESHAM B.C 1) Secondary school 
FOR 88, GRAYS INN RD., and Co ODDI ASPHALTE 
Lid., H Street, Evesham, Wor 4 255 GARRATT LANE, EARLSFIELD, S.W.18 
ESTATES AND INTERIOR oars £100,00 Estabimhed 1928 Battersea 6743. 
TWICKENHAM B.C 1) 56 dwellings 
2) Gardner Gri 3) Bunting Construc 
tion ¢ Ltd ] Acre La London, 
S.W.2 4) £93,634 1) 51 flats and 
ma Towtield Road 3 
La H hton, Ltd., 85, Plender “3 
Su I N.W.1 4) £77,382 


MIDDLESEX C.C. (1) Secondary school 
2) Nort 3) Prestige and Co., 


149, Gr r Road, London, S$.W.1. (4 


£174,91¢ 


FOR WALLS FLOORS 


MINTON HOLLIN 


to remember... 


that an important 


contributory fac- 


LTD. Patent Tileworks, Stoke-on-Tre 


METALLIC LEAD 
PIGMENT t f job tor to the safety and 
In a few words, Spe M c Lead Pigme dependability of 
\ any new building is the 
ae 3 use of ASHTON cables and 
N It fi eas fiexibles for all lighting 
} Le | and power duties. 
d supplie \SHTON cables and 
P pe h Me c Lead P. | 
i te 
S 
Chemical € Lid., Bi Hou 
Aldwych, London, W.C.2 or 
SPELTHORNE Metals Ltd. | 
Berger House, Berkeley Square, London, W.1 | CABLES & FLEXIBLES 


AERIALITE CASTLE WORKS STALYBRIDOGE CHESHIRE 
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AQUASEAL 


LIQUID ASPHALTIC PROOFING 


Brushed on straight from 
the container (no heating 
required), ‘*AQUASEAL”’ 
gives ANY TYPE OF ROOF 
Write for complete resistance to 

16 pp. water. The cost is low, for 


BOOKLET skilled labour is not neces- 

No. V.195 sary and ** AQUASEAL"” is 
lasting against all weathers. 

BERRY WICCINS & CO. LTD. 


FIELD HOUSE, BREAMS BUILDINGS, FETTER 
LANE, LONDON, E.C.4. Tel.: HOL. 0941 


Telephone: 


Telegrams: 
ENField 4877/8 


Quality, Enfield 


SHUTTER CONTRACTORS 


LINCOLN WORKS 


ENFIELD 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Qualhty 
ROLLING SHUTTERS 


IN STEEL, WOOD & 
ALUMINIUM ALLOY 


FOR ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS 


APPROVED MAN UFACTURERS TO 
F.0.C. AND L.C.C. REQUIREMENTS 


CONTRACTORS TO 


PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES, COUNCILS 
PRINCIPAL RAILWAYS, INSTITUTIONS 
Etc. 


H.M.GOVERNMENT—ALL DEPARTMENTS 


ROBERT ADAMS VICTOR) LTD 


STAINES ROAD. HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEN 


Victor Door Springs are installed in the Royal Festival Hall 


been 


by Engineers, 
and Surveyors 
responsible for the 
world’s 
constructions. 
Important your work the greater 
the necessity for Reliable and 
Accurate Drawing Instruments. 

Insist on using only Thornton's for complete satisfaction. 

ustrated catalogue sent post free on request. 


24 
wntous DRAWING 
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AN INVALUABLE REFERENCE FOR THE ARCHITECT’S LIBRARY 


Structural Economy 
FOR THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER 


By GEORGE FAIRWEATHER, F.R.1.B.a. 


This book is a critical analysis of traditional 
forms of construction, first identifying the main 
characteristics of buildings as determined by the 
materials and methods used in their construc- 
tion. It then examines these characteristics in 
relation to their functions and the standards of 
performance required, and suggests improve- 
ments where these forms of construction fall 
short of present-day requirements. 

For the purposes of this analysis, two basic- 
ally different systems have been selected to repre 


Published for THe Arcurrecr & Bunpinc News 


Obtainat fron 


THE PUBLISHING DEPT., DORSET HOUSE, STAMFORD ST., LONDON, S.E.1 


sent the main features of traditional construction 
—masonry and light-frame construction. These 
are examined in several of their more common 
applications, and the limitations inherent in 
their use are identified. The present building 
laws are liable to restrict the full development 
of the new constructional methods, and the 
last chapter of the book summarises the regula- 
tions now in force, and suggests improvements. 


21s. net. By post 22s. Id. 


r direct from 


All Types of 


STEELWORK 


Designed, Fabricated 
and erected by 


| 


OLD LEEDS STEEL WORKS, Ig 
BALM ROAD, LEEDS f 10, 


Steel-framed Building 

% Pressed el Rainw Goods * P gs 

to + d stee * G e g 
Profile Cutting Slitting Shee 


When prefabrication 


is required 


. consult 


THORNS 


HALLS CLUBS OFFICES PAVILIONS LIGHT INDUSTRY 


vased t ‘ and 


J. THORN & SONS, LTD. (Dept. 113) 
Brampton Road, Bexleyheath, Kent. Bexlevheath 305 
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Timber framed Timber covered sshestos covercd 3 
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41 NORTH WHARF RD., PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2 


Telephone: PAD 8486 Telegrams: LINDSAY'S PADDINGTON 8486 


ARCHITECTS 


AND 
BUILDERS 
ARE INVITED 
TO WRITE FOR 
OUR BROCHURE 
CONTAINING FULL 
SIZE ILLUSTRATIONS 


Covers every phase of the 


Rlectrieal Contracting business 


MODERN ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTING WIREWORK 
METAL LATTICE WOVEN WIRE 
BY HW. R. TAUNTON, A.M.LE.E. 
POTTER & S04 LTD. 


This book tells how to become established in the ever 


widening field of electrical contracting and shows how one 


can become an efhcient contractor with a reputation for ‘“* PERFECTION IN DAMPCOURSES”’ 


4 } the 
rood Covering every phase of the work in ai ” pribines t ALL MINIUM 
deta Modern Electrical Contracting deals with 
eck i Meh, 
the commercial side of a contracting business; its *“ PERMASEAL ”’ reinforced t re 


rganization, economics, staff, premises, equipment, stores, 
** HOUSING” 


advertising and = daily routin 


LEAD-BITU ” LEAD 
i ea aus 
1O0s.6d. met. By post “ ASBEX” n-perishabulity, With 
Published for -* Electrical Review” These high quality Damp 
comply with British Standard Sp 
Obtainable from all booksellers or The Publishing Dept Manufactured by 
you samples 


DORSET STAMFORD STREET. LONDON s.t 


PERMANITE LTD. 


455 Old Ford Road, London, E.3 Phone: ADVance 4477 (8 lines) 


NO DRAINS ? 


—Then here is good news for vou 


solves the sanitation problem in a new way, bringing the comf 
and convenience of the Town Dweller to every home or factory 
where main drainage is unavailable 
% ODOURLESS AND GERM FREE - NO MANUAL HANDLING & 
* INDEPENDENT OF WATER SUPPLIES * 
% INEXPENSIVE AND SIMPLE TO INSTALL AND RUN & 


AN EXHIBIT OF THE DESTROL SYSTEM 3 
CAN BE SEEN AT THE BUILDING : 
ENTRE, STORE STREET, TOTTENHAM A ai 

De Luxe YN j Ret 


Model £58 10 0 Re Family Model £19 10 
DESTROL SALES LTD., 402 SALISBURY HOUSE, LONDON WALL, LONDON, E.C.2. Tel: MOWNarch 8422 


Pat 


Reta. 


} 
CONSTRUCTIONAL 
ENGINEERING 
| 
"LINDSAY'S PADDINGTON 
||| || |! || 
3 | 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS | 
APPOINTMENTS CONTRACTS TENDERS 


Rate 16 per line, mintmum 3:- Close for press Ist post Monday for folloning Thursday Issue 


APPOINTMENTS APPOINTMENTS—contd. FOR SALE 


The ¢ nswering a AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT Ar oO Flooring Cor i supplied by us 
vertise ments m ust be m throu: 1 you to lay. —Partic m Lafco Com 
the t ma ed 4 wor BOROUGH OF OLDBURY poun Ltd., 26 Sutton, Surrey 
18-59 r t? {0126 
plove M F CHIEF ARCHITE¢ 

I L uldin Plain and Embossed, and Em 

SISTANT Al ‘ nants Numerous designs 
Dareve’s ulding Mills, Ltd, 60, Pownall Rd 
APPLICATIONS Dalston, E.8 {0086 ; 
t t I gh er & S : 
= 
COUNTY BOROUGH OF WEST HAM eT 
RIBA PLANT FOR SALE 
BOROUGH ARCHITECT AND wish and sale 1i-Lift, Shovel, petrol ot 
PLANNING OFFICER'S DEPARTMENT perienc liesel Sales Agenc Lid, Wat 
I ngto Yat ephone tlington 44 
"16831 
u ale, cast-iron Gratings, new ft long 
in lin thick 2in 12ir lin 
vege An n An t R 
: D I E.8. Amh. 146 6s 
I 2 ) H i ‘ 
connection wit amr f IR sale, mild-steel Tubing, 18-gauge, weldex 
the County B kK H EARCI wit 1 l2in, and diame 
a) ASSISTANT ARCHITECT APT GRAD On jucting or pre re wat ir immediate de 
VI Apr ( ion ¢ Ltd Lowell 
B 4 I ‘ I B har os 
t ASSIS] ANT. PLANNING APT. GRAD! DBURY 
VI £67 ) 
¢) ASSISTANT, PLANNING AT GRAD 
ASSISTANT INSURANCE 
1) ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT: API MISCELLANEOUS SECTION ARCHITECTS’ Indemnity Insurance eff 
GRADE III ‘ £4 P for Proposal Form +t 
£540: £5 E J "SAXBY Incorporated Insurar Broker 
Applicat ts post ARIB RATE | 6d. per e, minimum 3 -, average a, Cartax, Horsha 90. [6776 
j a 4 ace line 6 words Eact paragrapt charged 
SeParately BUSINESS & PROPERTY 
with experience in ad trat problems a BOX NOS. add 2 words plus | - for registra- 
a PRESS DAY M Remittances payable ale. Paul David, Ltd Rye La Peckhan 
alific to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 6841 
No responsibility accepted for errors NISSEN HUTS, ETC. 
will an JQECONDITIONED ex-Army huts man 
I t diate Exar nation factured building tumber asbestos, Nissen 
SERY ICES OFFERED type hall type, ete and prices... Write 
call or telephone Ur 1 Supplies (Belvedere 
Application forms eturnable by 9th Januar tak exy G. Cow Soham. Ely 

1953) to be obtamed from the Borough Architex amt fol? 

and §=Planning Officer THOMAS NORTH — = 

i.B.E.., RIBA Dist r.P 7 West 4 
Lane. Stratford. DEMOLITION 

Ek SMITH CON I RACTS WANTED DEMOLITION AND CLEARANCE 
iiaiie PAINTING and ating contracts and sut “WATCH IT COME DOWN 
West Ham Town Ha ntract Na all class any area; new By SYD BISHOP & SONS 
: work r He | Furzedown Drive 82, Baring Rd., Lee, SE.12. Tel. Lee Green 7755 
i Stratford, F.15 6s rooting, SW. Streatham 619 0127 Old Mansions bought for salvage (0124 
y= 
: 
M VERMIC re E 
= 
ECONOMY BY = 
REDUCING FUEL CONSUMBT, ON. 
6 


NG SCREEDS - FLO 
LOOSE FILLS aL 
AND CEILING PLASit 
[WEIGHT INSULATION 
WITH A MISSION IN ever 


| pO LTD. 167 
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| QUALIFYING EXAMINATIONS 


POST-WAR REBUILDING . . 
| « T.P.I. 


PORTLAND STONE | Courses of Instruction by 
MONKS PARK STONE Correspondence and 


Personal Tuition in Studio 
THE BATH & PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LTD. 


including TESTIMONIES OF STUDY 
AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 


C. W. BOX, F.R.1.B.A. 


Head Office : LONDON OFFICE A.LSTRUCT.E,, M.R.SAN.I. 
BATH Grosvenor Gardens House, S.W.|! 115 Gower Street, W.C.| 
Tel. : 3248-9 *. Tel.: ViCtoria 9182-3 | Telephone: EUSton 3906 


a new medium of expression PATENT STEEL ROLLING 


in decorative treatment 


Intrigued by the possibilities of decorated 2, 
wood panels by machine techniques, Ps 
Morris present, after research and HIGHEST FIRST COST- 
experiment, Q Decorative 

LONCEST LIFE 


panelling. 


The pure beauty of machine produc- 


tion results a pleasing quilted effece 
and offe nu for the de- ct 2S 
gne genuit y surtable for : 
decorative paneling. Available ARTHUR L. GIBSON & COLT 
wide variety of fa ers, in 4 mate Fr ¥ 

Twickenha Bir ngha Manchester slasgzow 


we 
i A } 
A Practical Handbook for Students 
By Maurice E. TAYLOR, M.T.P.I., A.R.I.B.A., F.LLL.A., F.R.LA.S., 
F.S.A, SCOT., R.I.B.A. DIST. T.P., A.A. DIP. OF PLANNING. Offers 
practical, comprehensive and up-to-date information on every 
aspect of the subject, and discusses m problems the in- 
~ tending architect is likely toencounter. The various methods 
—) of approach to the arct tural profession, regulations and 
documents concerning t )st important R.I.B.A. examina- 
: tions, and the many sch yen to students 
Z are all described in detz hed for The 
a Architect & Building > an invaluable guide 
- to all who would enter the profession. 
_ 10s. 6d. net. By post 10s. 114 
= - Obtainable n all booksellers or from 
H. MORRIS MILTON GLASGOW, THe PustisHInc Depr., Dorset Hovse, STAMFORD STREET, LONDON S.E 
Official Notices, Tenders, Auction, Legal and Miscelianeous Appointments on page 27 
Adamite Co., Ltd., The 16 Coverite Asphalters Ltd 3 Kinnear S R at J ( 
Ada Robert (Victor), Ltd 4 I 
Adshead, Ratcliffe & Co., Ltd Destrol Sales, Ltd t Paddi I work 
Aerialite, Ltd Dohm, Ltd R A. & ( I Sh 
Bath & Portland Stone Firms, Swan Electric Co., Ltd th Sor Lt ) 
Berry, J.. & Co., Ltd 
Berry, Wiggins & Co, Ltd 24 rt 
Beynon, T., & Co Nese Ren rt n, A. G 
Outside Back Cover Ce ¢ Thorp. J. B 
Blackburn, Thomas, & Sons Ltd The I 
Lid nside Back Cover I wrig Ltd 
Bostwick Gate & Shutter Co., Company : \ I 
luminium Co., Ltd, Materials ( 
Ltd 19 Na rt as 
British Paints, Ltd Ltd 2} x Pa Build I 
British Titan Products Co.. Ltd. 12 t I 
Burn Bros. (London), Ltd 18 Harve G A. @ Lon ut. I “ A. & ts, I 
don), Ltd & ¢ 
Cable Makers’ Assn I gz 
Colthurst Symons & Co., Ltd s Kerner-Greenwood & ¢ Ltd l x I 4 
Printed in Great Britain for the publishers, !:irre «np So Lrp Dorset H ry N Pre rden 


amford Street. London 


| n quality the word KINNE AR prefixed 
< ves a t sig 4 ¥ 


WELDED TANKS 


THOMAS BLACKBURN & SONS LIMITED 


PRESTON LANCASHIRE 


| 
Lo 
~ \ ) 
— 
‘ f ur knowledge and advice is 
vV elde k Ve A f the king we shall be glad t : 
yvelced ter ripe pe e alsc n Structural Steelwork 
€ et j WV Ra ngs ar d Castings 
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